
Dear Sister’s in Christ, 

 Grace and peace to you in the name of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 Happy Season of Advent. I love the 
season of Advent. In spite of cold and 
dark days, there is something very mys-
tic about this season. I experience JOY 
when I see the Christmas lights and the 
pictures of Santa everywhere. I keep 
humming the Christmas carols. Some-
times while singing, I say this is my fa-
vorite Christmas carol.  My husband 
laughs and comments,  “You say that 
about every carol.” He is right. I can nev-
er decide which one is my favorite.  

 This season of Advent I am particularly 
waiting to see what God is up to in my 
life. Most of you know I left my success-
ful career as a cancer research scientist 
and accepted God’s call towards or-
dained ministry. Many sisters and broth-
ers in Christ walked with me during this 
journey. I am in a situation now in which 
I am not sure what God is up to. I am not 
sure what plans He has for me. While I 
wait, I also know God is working in me 
God led you all the way in these forty 
years, to humble you in order to know 
what was in your heart. Deuteronomy 
8:2. 

 In this season of waiting, I am spend-
ing more time at the feet of the Lord, 
praying and petitioning.  I am especially 
encouraged by the story of Mary, the 
mother of our Lord Jesus. When I was a 
child, I saw Mary as a young gir; who 
obeyed God’s call and believed in the 
promise to give birth to the Messiah. 
Now that I am older,  I see Mary as a 
bold woman, who presents herself to 
the Holy Spirit to receive and cooperate 

 

with God’s creative power. She surren-
dered and received.  She nurtured and 
gave it her all---- because she dared to 
believe the impossible is possible. That is 
where I am today. I too believe the im-
possible is possible. I want to continue to 
feel alive in my journey with Jesus.  

 My dear sisters, How about you? How 
is your journey with Jesus going? Are 
you busy doing the same old, same old? 
Frantic Christmas shopping, buying stuff 
you do not need, spending money on 
things that are not important? May I ask 
you? If you were to spend a moment 
daydreaming about your idea for a per-
fect Christmas, what images would you 
come up with?   

 May I invite you to join me to present 
to God—our stories, our failures, our 
futures, our possibilities, even our limi-
tations. Would you join me and Mary 
and say boldly?  “Here I am, the Lord’s 
servant. Let it be with me according to 
your will.” 

 So in this season of Advent, this sea-
son of waiting and pondering the com-
ing of God in Christ, let us in our hearts 
dare to believe the impossible. May we  
surrender ourselves to God and coura-
geously cooperate with God’s creative 
power, in us, for us and through us. Will 
you join me in singing? 

 Merry Christmas! 

pastor dutta@gmail.com 

 Our journey with Jesus 
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Oh, Lord open 
thou my lips, 

and my mouth 
shall show forth 

thy praise.  

Psalm 51:15 

— Rev. Dinah Dutta 

“My heart shall sing of the day you 
bring.  Let the fires of your justice 
burn. Wipe away all tears, for the 
dawn draws near, and the world is 
about to turn”                    
       (Cooney, Canticle of Turning) 



In the September issue of Walking in the Word, I 
summarized the Central States Synod Women of ELCA 
finances for fiscal year 2018 that ended January 2019. To 
remind you of the generosity of our synod—the synod 
wide organization, its units, and individuals contributed 
$38,948.21 to W/ELCA churchwide.  Again, well done 
Central States women! 
 In mid-November, we received information regarding 
fiscal year 2018 financials for the W/ELCA churchwide 
organization. While some may not be interested, I think 
that it is important that we maintain awareness of our 
financial situation at the W/ELCA churchwide level.  
 Total revenue received at the end of FY2018 was 
$2,395,675 or about 15 per cent short of projected reve-
nue. Further breakdown showed that regular offerings 
were 27 per cent less than the projected revenue. 
Thankofferings were 19 per cent less than the projected 
amount. Likewise, synod wide convention offerings came 
in at 10 per cent less than projected. Meanwhile, confer-
ence and cluster offering exceeded the budgeted amount 
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by 22 per cent.  
 Expenses at the end of FY2018 came in at 92.5 per 
cent or 7.5 per cent under budget. However, with reve-
nue down, expenses did exceed revenue.  
 The churchwide executive board at its October 2019 
meeting authorized use of money from the New Minis-
tries Fund to cover the deficit, repaying to the ELCA 
money it advanced on our organization’s behalf to cover 
2018 expenses.  
 We will keep you informed, but the current 2019 fiscal 
year is not looking any more promising with revenue 
received at the end of September over $150,000 less 
than was received in the same period in 2018. So, why is 
it important to know the churchwide situation? Because 
we, at the synod level, are going to be asked to do 
more. In fact this year we have been asked and will be 
contributing $2,400 to support funding of voting mem-
bers to the 2020 Triennial Convention.   
 Don’t forget… if you have Thrivent Choice Dollars® avail-
able to direct, consider directing them to our synodical 
organization. I’m here to serve and if I can ever be of 
help or assistance with questions or concerns, please 
feel free to contact me at vickiedonnell@yahoo.com or at 

417-839-8862.              

Churchwide W/ELCA budget faced deficit — Vickie Donnell, treasurer 

   I hope each of you will consider attending the Women 
of the ELCA events in 2020.  Whether it is a unit meeting, 
Triennial, or anything in between, it is a good opportunity 
to introduce someone to what we have to offer and what 
great things this wonderful group of ladies can do.  May 
we each put an extra effort into encouraging others to 
participate this year.  We don't want to keep our group a 
secret or feel that we are happy with our numbers and 
forget to share what we have with others. 
Invite and invite, and invite some more. 

 jstmom@hotmail.com 
 

A New Year's Prayer 
Lord, You make all things new. 
 You bring hope alive in our hearts 
 And cause our Spirits to be born again. 
Thank you for this new year. For all the potential it holds. 
Come and kindle in us a mighty flame 
So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God 
And live forever to praise Your glorious name.   Amen 

 
(A modern prayer for the New Year 

from www.lords-prayer-words.com) 

Invite and invite some more 
— Ann Hoover, board member 

 New Year Blessings to Women of the ELCA!  2020 is 
going to be an AMAZING year with Cluster Meetings, 
August Convention in Kansas City, and July Triennial in 
Phoenix!  This is the year of STORY-TELLING . . .tell 
YOUR individual, unit, and cluster stories . . .hear the 
stories of OTHERS . . .and combine those into OUR 
story . . .how Women of Faith embrace each other, 
take on challenges, and spread the LOVE of CHRIST!  
 Your role as Cluster Coordinator and/or Unit Leader 
is so VITAL, because if YOU don’t tell the story, OTH-
ERS won’t hear it.  I ask you to take all the information 
in this newsletter and TELL it to others!  Even the hard 
information—such as Treasurer Vickie’s article on fi-
nances—because even the Apostle Paul spoke many 
times of the churches supporting Christ’s minis-

try.  Give Women of the ELCA a challenge, and we 

step up and GET THINGS DONE!  Go with Christ, my 
Christian Sisters, and TELL OUR STORY!! 

churchlady@gbta.net   

Share our W/ELCA story 
— Kara Jecha, board member 

mailto:vickiedonnell@yahoo.com


   

 It seems we just had our 2019 convention in Wichita.  
I enjoyed meeting ladies from across our synod. It was 
great to have Bishop-elect the Rev. Susan Candea speak 
and spend time with us.  

 Now the board has started planning the 2020 conven-
tion.  It will be August 7-9, 2020.  Note the change of 
venue: Best Western Premiere Kansas City Sports Com-
plex.  You will find it easy to find your way to the hotel.  

 More information will be listed in future newsletters. 

 Did you have a Thankoffering service?   Our unit used 
the one provided by churchwide.  The women served as 

readers, ushers and communion assistants.  We had a 
skit explaining Thankoffering.  Each woman was given a 
homemade container for their coins and dollars for the 
coming year.  I had a great example and mentor in my 
mother.  She faithfully put coins in her Thankoffering 
box, saying a prayer as she did.  She usually had several 
filled containers to place on the altar.  Remember to 
send your Thankoffering directly to churchwide using 
“form B”. 

May the best gift of all, Baby Jesus, bring you peace this 
Christmas.               kaburnett@cox.net 

Busy year ahead for W/ELCA ladies 
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— Alice Burnett, president 

 The Triennial Gathering will be July 16-July 19, 2020 
in Phoenix.  Early-bird registration of $325 is offered 
through January 6, 2020.  After that, registration will 
be $375. Go to www.womenoftheelca.org/new-
triennial-event-page to learn more.   

 There will be inspirational worship services, key-
note speakers, breakout sessions, and vendors.  You 
will have the opportunity to meet women from all 
over the ELCA, including Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.    

2020 Women of ELCA Triennial Gathering 

  July 14-16, 
2020 

  Phoenix, 

Arizona 

 The 33rd Annual CSS Women of the ELCA conven-
tion will be held August 7-9, 2020 in Kansas City, MO. 
The convention and lodging will be at the Kansas City, 
MO sports complex. It will not be held at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church. Those W/ELCA ladies along with 
others of the Southeast Kansas City metro cluster in-
vite everyone to join in the convention theme, “My 
Story, Your Story, Our Story.” 
 The selected Bible verse will be Psalm 51:15 (see 
page 1) and Blessed Assurance will be our inspiration-
al hymn. A quilt already has been donated. Hotel 
lodging costs will include breakfast.  

More details will be included in the March 2020 WITW 
newsletter.  Anna Prockish is the convention registrar.  

aprock7770@gmail.com 

33rd Annual CSS Women of ELCA Convention 

August 7-9, 
2020 

Kansas City 
Missouri 

   Best Western 
Premier Hotel 

Kansas City, MO 
Sports Complex 
4011 Blue Ridge 

cutoff 

For registration and  

other convention details go to: 

www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page 

   
August 7-9, 

2020 
Kansas City 

Missouri 

Early-bird registration is $325 

After January 6, 2020 

Registration will be $375 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page


Dearest Sisters in Christ, 
 Christmas Blessings and Joy to you all!  With great 
anticipation, we are preparing for church and family 
Christmas celebrations where we, as faithful Christian 
women, willingly serve the needs of others.       
 At the school where I teach, the students who are 
members of the Kansas Association of Youth (a service 
organization I sponsor) participate in many acts of 
kindness throughout the Christmas season. 
 I have noticed that W/ELCA and KAY not only share 
but also live out some of the same ideals.  Year around 
and not just during the holiday season, we strive to 
make positive impacts wherever we are.  
 We serve our families, our homes, and our churches 
(school for KAY).  We serve our communities, our     
nation, and our world.  We serve our Women of the 

ELCA organization. 
 There is no doubt that our efforts, collectively and 
individually, make positive differences in the lives of so 
many.  Even if we do not see them with our eyes, we 
can feel it in our hearts.  We bring the light of Jesus into 
their lives!  
 So, thank you for your past, current, and future ser-
vice to help those who are in need.  You are a Blessing 
indeed—not just at Christmas but all through the year! 
Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year. 

crotingera@usd403.org 
(Editor’s note: Annalee Crotinger Is an Otis-Bison, KS K-12 
Special Education Instructor & BCSS TVI .) 

 

Be a blessing throughout the year 
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— Annalee Crotinger, secretary 

 Sharing stories of how God has walked with you to 
do seemingly impossible things is one way God works 
through you. Listening to others share their stories is 
God’s way of speaking through them.  Sharing our sto-
ries gives us the opportunity to take risks, form bonds, 
learn, and grow in faith.  
 Bravely is a residential community located St. Louis, 
MO, for women who have survived sexual exploitation, 
violence and addiction. Bravely helps women rebuild 
their lives through free long-term housing, medical 
care, trauma therapy, education, and job readi-
ness.  Bravely is part of a network of more than 40 pro-
grams across the country modeled after Thistle Farms 
in Nashville, TN. (Four programs operate in Kansas - 
Abilene, Kansas City, Salina and Topeka.) 
 I first learned about Thistle Farms when I attended 

 

God inspires us through our stories 

DECEMBER 2019 

— Kathy Steinke, board member 

the 2014 Triennial Gathering of the Women of the ELCA 
in Charlotte, NC.  The audience sat mesmerized as the 
Rev. Becca Stevens shared her story of how she found-
ed Thistle Farms to help women in Nashville who expe-
rienced sexual exploitation to transform their lives by 
providing a safe and supportive place to live.  Like many  
other sisters in Christ, I was inspired by her story and 
called to action.  
  What story will inspire you in the coming months?   
 Keep listening.  
 For more information contact:  info@bravely.org and  
education@thistlefarms.org  

 Equipped by the Spirit.      kathysteinke81@gmail.com 

Share, celebrate with cookies 

 Twenty-four women met for celebration and a 

cookie exchange December 6. Everyone enjoyed His-

panic Christmas music, a taco bar, and a skit entitled 

"Finding God in the Grocery Store".  

 After a short business meeting, 30 containers were 

filled with cookies to take to homebound and other 

members and friends of Messiah Lutheran Church, 

Springfield, MO. A fun evening was enjoyed by all.  

— Vickie Donnell, treasurer 
Donations benefit students in need 

 Members of the Sunflower Cluster responded with 
food, hygiene products and money after learning 
about Spartan Stop, an Emporia, KS high school or-
ganization which helps students who face barriers 
that hinder them from being successful in the class-
room. 
 The meeting was held September 28 at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church in Emporia, KS. The next meeting 
will be September 26, 2020 at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Lawrence, KS. 

mailto:info@bravely.org
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Christmas celebration at Messiah Lutheran 
Church in Springfield, MO with a taco bar and 
cookie exchange. (Photos by Vickie Donnell) 

W/ELCA members of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Osage City, KS showed off their new shirts at their 
annual bazaar in November. “Lutheran Church Basement Lady” is the fun identifier on the back of the bright 
red T-shirts. Everyone is praying and thanking God for the successful and fun day of selling food and crafts, 
the silent auction, raffle and the full-course brisket dinner. (Photo by Larry Liby) 
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Central States Synod Women of the ELCA  
  Education Scholarship Fund  

 

 Please write legibly  

 Name ______________________________________________________________________________  

 Address ____________________________________________________________________________  

 City _____________________________________________State ____________ Zip Code _________  

 Home Phone ________________________________________ Cell Phone ______________________  

 Email ______________________________________________________________________________  

 Home Church ________________________________________________________________________  

 School Attending (if known) _____________________________________________________________  

 Signature of Applicant _________________________________________________________________  

 Recommended by ____________________________________________________________________  

 Guidelines:  

 1. Scholarships will be awarded to female members of an ELCA congregation seeking post high school education.  

 2. Priority will be given to female members of the Central States Synod.  

 3. Award is a 1 year non-renewable scholarship.  

 4. Scholarship monies will be written to and sent directly to the educational institution you will be attending.  

 5. Must include a written recommendation and signature from your Pastor, mentor, unit president or unit repre-

sentative. Recommendation cannot come from a current or previous board member (within the last four years).  

 6. Must include an essay of approximately 500 words describing your participation in church, school and the com-

munity.  

 7. Award recipients will be notified in April 2020.  

 8. Individual awards will not exceed $1,000. Multiple awards may be given in a year.  

 9. In the event that your school is undecided at the time of award, it will be your responsibility to keep the CSS 

Board Treasurer, Vickie Donnell, informed of your selection.  

 10. Applications must be postmarked by February 15, 2020. 

 Send to Loretta Holmes, 568 Turtle, Haysville, KS 67060. Ph: 316-524-0960    lholmes8@sbcglobal.net 

Applications must be postmarked by February 15, 2020 

2020  
AWARD  

APPLICATION 
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Board   Wendy Hoops 
Member: 408 South Country Club Road 
     Chanute, KS 66720 
     Ph: 620-245-1937 
     wendy.hoops75@gmail.com 

OFFICERS/BOARD MEMEBERS 2019-2020 

CENTRAL STATES SYNOD WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

 To you is born this day in the city of David 

   a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
               Luke 2:11 

 

DECEMBER 2019 

Board   Kara Jecha 
Member: 117 Pine Street 
     Timken, KS 67575  
     Ph: 785-355-2000 
     Cell: 785-372-1637 
     churchlady@gbta.net   

Board   Loretta Holmes 
Member: 568 Turtle 
     Haysville, KS 67060 
     Ph: 316-524-0960 
     lholmes8@sbcglobal.net 

Board   Ann Hoover 
Member: 25370 Little Buffalo Rd 
     Stover, MO 65078 
     Ph: 573-377-6389 
     jstmom@hotmail.com 

Board   Kathy Steinke 

Member: 10661 Hackamore Ln 

     St. Louis, MO 63128 

     Cell: 314-422-2835 

     kathysteinke81@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Vickie Donnell  
      4672 E Hidden Oak Place 
      Springfield, MO 65802 
      Cell: 417-839-8862 
      vickiedonnell@yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Annalee Crotinger  
      3633 Avenue N 
      Bison, KS 67520 
      Ph: 785-387-2454H; 785-387-2336 
      rotingera@usd403.org 

Vice     Beth Rockelman 
President:  2103 Blair Drive, Apt. E 
      Jefferson City, MO 65109 
      Ph: 573-761-0722; 573-782-4759 
      bethr@midamerica.net 

President:  Alice Burnett 

      12130 Dove Hill Court 
      Derby, KS  67037-9485 
      Ph: 316-776-2838 or 316-258-7685 
      kaburnett@cox.net 

Executive  Rev. Dinah Dutta 
Board    1000 Colonial Circle 
Member:  Lawrence, KS 66049 
      785-979-8362 
      pastordutta@gmail.com 

WITW    Mary Liby 
Newsletter 25680 S Urish Rd  
Editor:   Osage City, KS 66523 
      Ph: 785-528-3434 
      Cell: 785-817-3942 
      lmlfarms72@gmail.com 

 Central States Women NEW website 
 www.css-elca.org/welca 
 Central States Women Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/CSSwomenofeca 

 (this is not a typo—it is eca) 
 All are secure websites 
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WALKING IN THE WORD 

   The newsletter written and published by the 
   Central States Synod Women of the ELCA 

 
Keep up-to-date with events, news, etc. concerning the CSS W/ELCA 
Subscriptions available by email alert (free) or USPS mail, $10 a year (4 issues) for printing, postage. 
Checks should be payable to CSS W/ELCA. 
  
Name _________________________________________   Address ________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________________________   State __________________________________ 
    
Zip ___________   Email _______________________________________________    Date ______________ 
 
I prefer to receive Walking in the Word by:  Email  _________     USPS _________ 

Official Newsletter of 

The Central States 

Women of the ELCA 

Official Newsletter of 

The Central States 

Women of the ELCA 

25680 S URISH ROAD 

OSAGE CITY, KS 66523-9014 

Return form with payment to:  
 Vickie Donnell, 4672 E Hidden Oak Place, Springfield, MO 65802  
 vickiedonnell@yahoo.com 

mailto:vickiedonnell@yahoo.com

