Sending Ritual
Instead of a closing worship, we will be having a sending ritual. We understand that many of you need to go and we honor your time. We will begin in five minutes and we ask those who need to go, please make sure to go first.


Centering
Take a deep, cleansing breath. 
Make a commitment to be fully present in this closing ritual. We are tempted to think about what we have next; family, pets, sermons, but just for a few more minutes, take time to be fully present with us here and with God. 


Holy God, please help us to be here, in the present. You are always fully present to us. Allow us to be present to the gift of each moment, no matter how ordinary, so that we can be present to the joy and wonder of your loving Spirit each moment of each day. Amen.


Prayer instructions- dissolving paper.
Reflect on the experience of the week. Pray about your experience and what you need from God moving forward. Remember, whatever you are feeling is holy. We are sacred children of God through our baptism and we are given the courage and strength as children of God that we need to move forward. God gives us everything we need to help others experience their faith and God in new and innovative ways. 


Take this time to write your prayers on the papers we handed out. When you are ready, put those prayers in the water of the baptismal font. Watch as your prayers mix with others. In the mixing of our prayers, we are reminded of our baptism and are renewed as we prepare to leave this sacred space and time together. 


Music: Native American flute
I will have a CD of Leon Joseph Littlebird. We can put it on repeat. 


Words Over the Font
Holy God, we trust that you hear and answer all our prayers. The way ahead is still unknown. Inspire us to tread new paths that strengthen our and our church’s faith and relationship with you. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.


Blessing of the oil
**When you go down to bless the font, make sure to bring the oil from the altar. Go ahead and do this from the font.
I will be using oil from Thistle Farms located in Nashville, TN. Thistle Farms is a non-profit business run by women who have survived lives of violence, prostitution and abuse. Into every product goes the belief that freedom starts with healing, and love can change lives. Dave will be using oil from Ten Thousand Villages. It is made from locally-sourced, handmade shea butter by artisans in Ghana who also handcraft the clay pot.


We ask God to not only give the hands who created this product freedom, healing and love to change their lives, but also to give it to God’s holy church. We have talked a lot this weekend about change and change is not easy. Holy God, we need healing from the pain of change. We need your love and reassurance as we begin a new path. With this holy anointing, give us what we need to journey forward with you. With this holy anointing bless us with whatever it is that we need to be the leaders you call us to be. 


After you come forward for holy anointing, you are invited to take a butterfly home with you. Let it remind us that we are, as God’s church, rooted in tradition while striving to be radically relevant in an ever changing world. Let it remind us that God gives us everything we need to become the church God envisions us to be.


 I invite those who need to leave to come forward, first. Then, I invite the rest of you to come forward. Once you have been anointed,take a butterfly and  you can return to your seat in prayer or you are welcome to go.


Sending
Go from this holy space renewed and inspired to do God’s work.
Thanks be to God.


Come and be anointed


Holy Anointing- music same.
I will have a CD of Leon Joseph Littlebird. We can put it on repeat. 


