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From the Synod Discernment Team

2025 Bishop Election

TReflecting Together in Mindful Preparation
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https://www.css-elca.org/devotions
https://www.css-elca.org/_files/ugd/ed9008_729c090b941e4ed1b053ebe3f82d7300.pdf
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From Our Synodo6s Mission Ta
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From Our Companion Synod Team
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From Our Justice Ministries - Lutherans Restoring Creation

¢KS [dzZiKSN¥ya wSal2NRy3 / NBlLa2y o[ w/ 0 5t S
{d1rdSa {e¢oR oK NB/d@IK O2YYdzyAide 2F RSRA I NR &
GK2 LINE GEE | LUNE DRRS 2F K2 EH[ Wiy Ra KBd X Ay 3 G
Lutherans
Restonng Creation

Cultivating Hope and Healing
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From Our Justice Ministries

- Hearts Across the Heartland

"NIia ! ONRPaa (KS -l SRWEO Ak | 3 FOERENGS \diaiKa
NRyEAdoay3d O2y3INBIlo2ya Ay GKSANI FNBlao
¢tKS a@dy2R KIFIa RANBOGSR I SINIla ! ONPaa GKS | SIENIfFyYyR (
9 RS@St21L) SRdzOl a2yl f YFIGSNARIfA 2y [D.¢vL!b AaadsSa |y
O2yaANB3Iloa2yad YR NRAUGUSNBR fSIFRSNE
9 ONBIFGS NB&2dzNOS& FyR LN Oa0OSa G2 YI 1S 2dzNJ aedy2R YS
9 FRR aSEdzZ t ARSysaGé& |yR 3ISYyRSNI SELINBaaArzy (2 2dzNJ Odz
9 LI NIYSNI 6AGK Ylyala LYGSNFIFIAGK ! Qa2y3X aAaaz2dz2NRA CI A
FRP201IGS F2NJ GKS NARIKGA 2F [D.¢vL!b LISNER2Ya®
22N] SR AY [/ 22LSNla2y gAGK {&@y2R [/ 2dzy OAf G2 { dzLJJ2 NI /
' GKS {&y2R 1aasdSvyofte Ay wnunz GKS /SyGaNIt {dGFHiadSa {e@
{ey2R® 2SS 2DSy (GKAYy]l l+o2dzi GKAA a 0SAy3a o62dzi 6St O2
6SAy3 Fy wL/ {&y2R Aa TFTFENI Y2NB GKFy GKFIGo 1§ AdGa KSt
RSSL) D2 &rLidSX SFENESOS € LIS2LX S a 60St20SR 2F D2R | &
' LloaY®d ¢NI @St Ay3I (KES MBERIY T2 WSAdzADPONV2ZAYWR yNI PR®RI f {2
wSEa2dNDSa FNB ! GlAfrofS 2y (GKS {ey2R 2S8064AGSH
¢tKAa @SFNE 4S8 62Ny SR (2 RSOSt2L o2 ySs6 NBaz2dNDSayY b
{GFrGSYSyidod / KSO|l 2dzi GKS dd@Ed NEHEEA | deNEkEK SBKKS @Il F1f MIb € ISR
wWSALRYRAY3 (2 Ly2dzaaOS FyR /KNRhasly blta2ylftAdy Ay 2d
c2tft26Ay3 ma_seaaLSNﬂrldth“ﬁl FiSYSyiasxs wS@SNBYR aSIEIIy aol
{ey2R &adldX é6NRGS | &adlFdSYSyid Ay NBalLkRryasS G2 (GKS 9ES
2LIINBaaA2Y 2F YFENBAYFEATSR LIS2LX S YR SYLR6SNI 4KS RA
AYGSNBalSRAEY RWONERSIR KAZE adl iSYSyd
¢CNF @St Ay3I GKS 21 @& 2F WSadza
- LI NI 2F 2dzNJ Ol f ¢ Session 1: What'’s the Word? Session 3: God’s Word is Love
A0 NI F2NI O2yINBIL IS s e i)
(OF YQS N& | e'z‘yé I 0 2 dzu 2 e Application: Reading Biblical texts e Application: Reading scripture to help
}\YOf dza A 2)/ 2 7F [D. ¢vL! looking for Christ, interpretive overcome differences
YS YO § I>Iji' A 2 T ISt l}"lf a - !“ O uestons n commenty Session 4: What Does this Mean?
ON\E I QS'RSEaIgVZN‘hU dZR? Session 2: What Does the Word Say? e Focus: Application of Lutheran
[ dzi K S NJ )f UKS2f 238 u K e Focus: Scripture is the cradle for hermeneutic to Biblical interpretation
02 ya NE 3 | azyéz O2 y_'FéN‘ Christ,Biblicalinterpret'ationusing ° Applicat'ion.:Uﬁlizingscriptural
GASH Ly 20SNBAS 2F el erpetaion o inkaheut curen
YI 0 § NJ: |" f é |'A NS I le At |'A e Application: Practice using scripture
/Qy'u| Ol uKS {éy’zR 2Y to interpret scripture
l R20FGSR 1a tS2L)XS 2F CIAGK F2NI[D. ¢vL! tS2LS Ay a
] 22 LISNF §SR sAGK Of SNEe FONRPaa (GKS aithisSz O22NRAYL (SR
666 PLINEY 2V iRy SRR S a4 LIS2LKES 2F FIAGK F2NI FyR )
G2 GKS Ylyeée oAffta GKId KFE@FS 0SSy AYyGNRRdIzOSR GKAaa fS3
NELINBaSyilo2ys alLl2NIa FT2NdNIya 62YSys FyR 20KSNJ o &
NI tftASa G GKS /1 LAG2t yR t20Ftfés gNRGS FyR OFff SR
grea RO20FGSR F2NJ YR &dzZlJLl2NISR [D. ¢vL! LIS2LX S Ay 2

Walking Together - Central States Synod, ELCA 2025

M n


mailto:pastor@christwg.org
mailto:deemorin@sbcglobal.net
mailto:deemorin@sbcglobal.net
https://www.css-elca.org/hath
http://www.css-elac.org/statement
http://www.promoonline.org

From Our Justice Ministries - Global Refuge

@ Global Refuge

X GlobalRefuge
© GlobalRefuge
B GlobalRefuge_

© Global Refuge
700 Light Street
Baltimore, MD 21230

410 983 4000
410 230 2890
info@globalrefuge.org

Impact Update:

Immigration Legal
Services

The Global Refuge Legal Services team continues to forge ahead in the fight for the legal rights of immigrant and
refugee families as they navigate the complex U.S. immigration system. We know that immigrants and refugees
often struggle to access immigration benefits due to cost, language and cultural barriers, case backlogs, and
other factors beyond their control. Our Immigration Legal Services team is working to break down these barriers
by delivering high-quality and accessible legal services — and working to improve the system for all.

\
325 125+ 70

people served SIV cases legal screenings

Our attorneys provided free legal As a leader in Afghan Special We have provided comprehensive legal

consultations, case escalation advocacy, Immigrant Visa (SIV) advocacy, our screenings involving 70 individuals and

and assistance in filing immigration team escalated over 125 pending families through the federally funded

benefits applications to 325 individuals green card cases for Afghan allies Case Management Pilot (CMPP) program

and families at six Afghan Support and their families. in Baltimore. And because of our success,

Centers across the country. Global Refuge was awarded a 29-month
contract to expand CMPP to San Antonio
in November 2024!

- )

What's ahead in 2025?

o Legal Clinics—we will partner with local organizations,

Other 2024 highlights for our Legal Service
team include:

e Successfully advocating for expedited visa processing
for thousands of Afghan refugees

e Helping to reopen dozens of erroneously rejected
green card cases

e Representing the first-ever Special Immigrant Visas
for surviving family members of Afghan allies.

faith communities, and employers to host clinics across
the country

Local outreach—we will ramp up our education and
outreach events in communities where our services are
most needed

o New ways to serve—we are exploring new
opportunities to serve through foreign consulates,
libraries, and other agencies and outlets.



From Our Justice Ministries - Kansas Interfaith Action

- PUTTING FAITH
R INT© £LCTIOR]

FAI'TH REPORT TO 2025 SYNOD ASSEMBLY
ACTION CENTRAL STATES SYNOD, ELCA

KIFA's 2025 legislative priorities included:

« Support of public education, including full funding
ADVUCAC? and the student’s right to learn;
 Support of the right to vote & to have that vote
counted;
* Protection of the rights of LGET(Q+ Kansans:
* As a member of the Kansas Housing Advocacy Network
- - (KHAN) we worked to protect the affordable housing

'* ? -'E.f‘ tax credit and to pass a bill on eviction expungement;

Hey Evergy, How About We  * Opposed efforts to expand so-called moral objections to
NOT Set the Climate on g childhood immunizations.

We held KIFA Advocacy Day in March, which attracted

~ over 170 Kansans to advocate for our priorities. In
addition, we participated in Love Thy Neighbor Day

S (Mcdlcﬂld Expansion), Equality Day (LGBTQ+ rights), and

r 2 L - WEALTH Day (climate and clean energy). We testified on
f Faith Ppecive: BE]IIg oS over a dozen bills, and met with legislators throughout the

LGBTQ"‘ Kansan isn’t wrnng session in support of our priorities.

BLOG POST, 10/23/24

e L 4 [

S e L
— N

Attacking them is \
g " KIFA organized a petition in support of public education
}f’ ' e e ' that was signed by over 550 Kansans of faith, and a clergy
Eﬂ o SRR R . letter in support of trans youth which received 150
o S gignatures.
'rf_ After the 2024 election, we felt we

ud had to increase our efforts to connect
We built two new websites: - I"CREJASED

with our supporters, to develop

KSFaithVotes.org : responses to events but also just to
aneVamtnatﬁ;.nrg ok I' help them feel connected with others E"GAGEM ENT

who share their values.

* We held a post-election prayer service immediately after
the election, which was well-attended and well-received.

= We developed two new programs: KIFA Coffechouses, in-
person social/educational events that we held in-person
throughout the state; and KIFA Conversations, a monthly
book group. Both programs were under the able guidance of
our Director of Engagement, Rev. Mandy Todd.

= We held eight “Faith and Public Policy™ forums
throughout the state in Fall 2024, focusing on our advocacy
priorities. This is a signature program for KIFA.

= In April we held an on-line Earth Day vigil with
participation from throughout the state.
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By the numbers:
AR EL 0 PAE 20 KIFA Small City Voter Mobilizers

VD TER 1181 Voters reached in Riley, Lyon, Harvey,
ENGAGEMENT B2 %uw]ejrt ai_nl.'l Reno Coun tt'ielii by KIFA

urnout for voters reached by

66%  Statewide turnout in 2023 election
68 % 'lI‘{uIIF:'lEut by low-propensity voters reached by
43% Statewide turnout by low-propensity voters

: KIFA had the best results in terms of both contacts
L B, - , | and turnount of any group participating in the
_‘ o= o0 ¢ & | Relational Voter Program in 2024!

We developed several Working Groups: on Public Education, LGBTQ+
Rights, Economic Justice, and Climate. These consist of small teams of
lay people and clergy meeting monthly to develop priorities and
strategies around our main issues. These groups get consistent
engagement and are still going strong. In May we added an Immigration
Working Group to help us work on that vital issue.

Reb Moti and Rev. Mandy participate in monthly calls with other ELCA State
Public Policy officers, and we were happy to welcome our ELCA Hunger
Advocacy Fellow, Sagi Rudnick, for the year. Reb Moti and Sagi attended the
SPPO conference in Orlando in April. We work closely with Bishop Candea
and Synod staff.

RABBI MOTI RIEBER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
REV. DR. MANDY TODD, DIRECTOR OF ENGAGEMENT & DEVELOPMENT 0 u R CRAC K

TATYANA YOUNGER, ORGANIZER
SHERI ELLWOOD, GRANTS ADMINISTRATOR AND CLIMATE LEAD STAFF

SAGI RUDNICK, ELCA HUNGER ADVOCACY FELLOW

CONNECT WITH US!

KansasInterfaithAction.org

KANSAS INTERFAITH ACTION
PO BOX 654 “ KansasInterfaithAction

oL THE |48 . KansasInterfaithAction

(913) 232-2336
© Kifa@KansasInterfaithAction.org
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From Our Outdoor Ministries - Camp Tomah Shinga

TESMAH
SHINGA
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