Central States Synod Women of the ELCA
Board Meeting, May 5, 2025
7:30 PM via Zoom

Present: Gloria Sharp, Kathy Steinke, Susie Borgstrom, Janice Gerken, Pat Dunavan, Louise
Ahrens, Gaye Mizell, and Jill Duis. Rev. Dinah Dutta was unable to join us.
Greetings: Gloria greeted us all and opened the meeting.
Devotions and Prayer: Gloria gave a devotional from “God Pause” with the familiar words of I
Love to Tell the Story”. We enjoyed hearing the words of the hymn and comforting commentary.
Gloria concluded with prayer.
Approval of the Agenda :Janice moved that we approve the agenda. Gaye seconded the
motion, it was voted on and carried.
Approval of the Minutes: Susie presented the minutes of April 4-5, 2025, for approval. The
minutes were approved as needed by the board. Pat moved that the minutes be approved as
corrected. Louise seconded the motion, it was voted on and passed. The corrected minutes will
be posted on our website and sent to Gloria.
Treasurer’s Report: Janice reported $27,531.17 in the operational account, $3,759.08 in the
Lynn Starr Educational Fund, and $17,213.95 in the Barbara Nelson Memorial Fund. Susie
moved to accept the motion, Jill seconded, it was voted on and carried.
Selection of the Educational Scholarship Recipients: Gaye had received all the applications
and had shared them with the Board prior to the meeting via email. After the Board had
discussion and thoughtful consideration of all applications, the Board made its decision. Janice
made the motion that: Each Recipient should receive $700 to be forwarded to her school. Four
recipients were chosen as follows:

Abigail Rishel-Barnett lives in Salina, KS, and attends Salemsborg Lutheran Church in
Smolan, KS.

Jenna K. Nash lives in Stover, MO, and attends St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Cole Camp,
MO.

Renee Mitchell lives in Shawnee, KS, and attends Salem Lutheran Church in Overland Park,
KS.

Sophia Hoelscher lives in Cedar Hill, MO, and attends Peace Lutheran Church in
Washington, MO.
Synod Assembly Display: Synod assembly is June 5-7 and Gloria plans to have a display
table. Janice and Jill will help. Plans include to have the current newsletter available for the
taking as well as information about convention and the educational scholarships.
Convention updates:

Gaye reported that she had a couple applications for convention grants so far and no new
vendor booths came in.

Kathy reported that so far everything for breakouts and workshops are in place.

Gloria shared that our Churchwide Representative would be Jennifer Armstrong- Shaefer
from Pennsylvania so we might need to arrange a ride from the airport and back for her.

There were a few people who had trouble making reservations at the hotel. It was caught
early and hopefully fixed.



Gloria reminded the Board to get their donations to Janice before convention for the Katie’s
Fund Challenge.

The reports for the Convention booklet are due before May 15. Please send them to Gloria.
The Papua New Guinea Trip: Gloria will speak to the interested women and get feedback.
Closing: Gloria closed the meeting at 8:20 with a prayer of feeling better for Rev.Dutta ,comfort
for the family of Linda Lockhart, and the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,
Susie Borgstrom, Secretary



