
   Central States Synodical Women of the ELCA 
     July 9, 2025 Board Meeting 
                via Zoom 
 
 
The meeting was called order by our president, Louise Ahrens, at approximately 7:10 p.m. 
Present:  Louise Ahrens, Karen MacDonald, Janice Gerken, Gaye Mizell, Rhonda Templing, Rita Nelson, 
and Brenda Rodger.  Vickie Donnell was unable to attend. 
 
Greetings:  Louise welcomed all to this first meeting of the new board.  In order to get to know each 
other, she asked for introductions of each member, each telling where they reside, the name of their 
church, and their hobbies. 
 
The Reading of the Purpose Statement:  The Purpose Statement of the Central States Synodical Women 
of the ELCA was read in unison, led by Louise 
 
Opening Prayer and Devotions:  Louise read devotion from “100 Days of Grace and Gratitude”, followed 
by a scripture reading from Matthew 6:33-34. 
 
Approval of the Agenda:  After reviewing the agenda, Brenda made a motion to approve the agenda, 
seconded by Rita.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of the Minutes:  The minutes of the pre-convention meeting (June 20, 2025) were reviewed 
with some corrections made:  Rhonda made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected, seconded by 
Brenda.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Janice reported that with deposits and disbursements our General Fund has a 
present balance of $39,412.62.   The Barbara Nelson Scholarship Fund has a balance of $17,235.39, with 
Lynn Starr Education Scholarship Fund having a balance of $3,561.00.  Following questions and 
explanations, Gaye made a motion to approve the financial report.  Karen MacDonald seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Old Business:   
 Convention Recap:  The general consensus by the group was that it was a good convention.  All 
indicated they had heard positive comments.  Good pacing, variety of breakouts, food was good, and 
fellowship at meals was enjoyable. 
 Papua New Guinea Trip:  Louise provided some back history of Papua, New Guinea, and the 
invitation from the women’s group in Papua to attend their anniversary celebration.  Louise further 
updated the group following her Zoom meeting with Pastor Teske on Monday.  He provided updates, 
the names of the travelers, and their needs for traveling. 
 The following will be making the trip:  Jenny Jackson, Janice Hawley, Julie Carlson, and Robbin 
Musgrave.  Pastor Teske will be making travel arrangements within the next week.  He also indicated 
that $25,000 would be needed for the trip, with $18,000 having been raised thus far. 
 The members discussed the possible financial commitment to this trip by our organization.  
Following discussion, Rhonda made the motion that we commit to giving $1,800.00 to this trip.  The 
motion was seconded by Karen MacDonald.  Motion carried. 
 Louise suggested that perhaps we could revisit this amount following our receipt of The Hilton 
Garden Inn invoice. 



 
 
New Business: 
 Walking in the Word Articles: 
   Convention Recap – Louise, Gaye, and Janice 
   Past President Article – Gloria 
   Thank you from Della Lamb and other in-kinds   
   2026 Triennial Gathering 
   Pictures and Biographies of the new board members 
    (Karen, Vicki, Rhonda, Rita, and Brenda) 
Articles are to be submitted to Vicki (editor of the Walking in the Word) by August 1.  Louise reminded 
members that the Walking in the Word and the minutes of our meetings can be found on our website.  
Reviewing such would be good for new members to learn what we do and how we have evolved over 
the past years. 
 Vacant Board Position:  Louise indicated that the constitution states that when there is a vacant 
board position, the board can appoint someone for the position.  The group discussed possible 
candidates for this position.  Louise will follow up on the suggestions.  
 Facebook Administrator:  At the sudden death of our Facebook administrator, this position is 
open.  Possible individuals for the position were discussed. 
 
Other Business:  Looking ahead our next meeting, two items for the agenda will be the cluster meetings 
in 2026 and cluster coordinators and liaisons. 
 
Adjournment:  With no further business, Brenda made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by 
Karen.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janice Gerken, Secretary 
 
  
 

  


