A N W W -._‘ 3 \ " J £ ..’. ) TN & : o ",

) s e,v ‘ .

2018 Youth Gatherin N At - oy Ly
g 2l RD }‘{‘i\” ¥ m Ar&. H ,':-";'h B ‘ '

Lutheran youth from across the United States have been gatherir ) e é

HOUSTON . JUNE27- ]ULY1 some form for well over a century. Many adults recall their gathe
% B cxperience as transformative in the life of their faith, sharing memori
GATHERING 4 impactful speakers, new relationships, and so much more. The ELC/
f‘"& continued this rich tradition from its predecessor bodies since 1988.
i Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders , WD R T ; 7,
across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for a we /d ' “"-?“ s, ' : -
: : faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days :
in interactive learning, Worshlp, Bible study, service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and argechtallbveed anc
their faith in their daily lives.

An important part of the Gathering's ministry are thevemtsptee Multicultural Youth Leadership EvedgNBMtE)
formation and leadership development event primarily for youth of colordandatieriAblehat gathers, blesses and
empowers youth with disabilities.

June 27 July 1, 2018 we will gather in Houston for the ELCA Youth Gathering! ‘

As young people desire and struggle to find someone to become, somewhere to belong ar /’

the Gathering seeks to be a ministry that helps define some of that or at least open up patt >\ c“A“GE \NG.
Ultimately, we want youth to understand the fierce love that God has for them, just as the ‘E\ﬁﬂy
grace, through faith, they have been saved. When young people (or really any age persc "
reality, it indeed changes everything. 2°:~g;‘:

STAY CONNECTEDWwww.elca.org/gathetngww.facebook.com/youthgatbeviwa.twitter.com/elcagathering
6 www.instagram.com/elcagattievimgy.facebook.com/csselcayouthgathering
Mindy Tillberg, Central States Synod Coondiiméy@immanuelsalinaorg88254750

Thank You...
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago

and Wartburg Theological Seminary

Dubuque, lowa,

for Sponsoring this
www.Istc.edu www.wartburgseminary.edu
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and Thank You St. James Lutheran Church, «kansas city, MO

for printing these Stories of Hope
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Sharing in HopeWhat we have to share is the best news this n

world has ever known: God has given each one of us a new bir;
into a living hope through the life, death, and resurrection of Jes
That s a story worth sharing

| hope you take a few minutes to sample these Stories of Hope
your sisters and brothers in the Central States Synod and savo
hope that flows through them. May they bless your journey of f&

Peace and joy,

/
Roger Gustafson, Bishop
Central States Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Compartiendo en Esperanta que tenemos para compartir es
la mejor noticia que el mundo jamas ha conocido: Dios ha dadc
cada uno de nosotros un nacimiento nuevo en una esperanza \. fps#s
por la vida, muerte, y resurreccion de Jesus. jVale la pena co
esta historia!

Espero que usted tome unos pocos minutos para repasar estas. = =
Historias de Esperanza de sus hermanas y hermanos en el Sin_ 1.

de los Estados Centrales y saborear la esperanza que fluye po
ellas. jQue bendigan a su viaje de fe!

Paz y goz
g

Roger Gustafson, Obispo
Sinodo de los Estados Centrales,
Iglesia Evangélica Luterana en América
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From Our Seminaries

Master of DivinityCollaborative Learning Explained

ACol |l aborative Learning student ol v
ministry during the entirety of theological education, bring to the class
daily practi ce eoGraigiNessag,/Aeadeanic Deam a

With our new hybrid curriculum WTS has embarked on a bold, innovative ac
in theological education. Known for the value of our life together in communi
heartbeat of the Wartburg way, we now seek to build one seminary and one
and learning community among a diverse and dispersed student population.
students now access their education in one of three models: residential (RL
(DL), and collaborative (CL).

Each of these models adds its own unique value to the entire seminary com Craig Nessan, Academic Dean,

dential students are immersed in the rich and fulsome campus life that WTS teaches a class d_uring prolog week

for generations. RL students bring to the teaching and learning community tl .avt..VY?,[tELEg.vsemmary

es attending chapel and daily involvement in campus life to the enrichment of the whole. DL students dnisig their daily
local communities where thénigekplaces, congregation, family, and neigbliothabe theological conversation through
their coursework and relationships with the whole WTS community. CL students, who are involved in congnegational ¢
istry during the entirety of their theological education, bring to the classroom the daily practice of cpfdrejagonal minis
and challenges they face in ministry become the basis for theological reflection with other students aniiéhedahulty. We

model to bring an added value to the entire mix of our life together at WTS.

What builds up our relationships together as one community are two distinctive features. First, the entireeY§fb® commu
the prolog weeks at the beginning of each semester. We gather in the Loehe Chapel, Reu Memorial Library, Augusta
Refectory, Weiblen Commons, and Fritschel Hall to build relationships with one another that sustain ous ssadémic life
the semester. Second, through the use of dynamic video technology in our classrooms and faculty officegtndents at
participate synchronously in the classroom and engagedgnclifieversations with faculty, staff, and student colieagues o
daily basis. With the support of the WTS constituency, we continue to evolve as a seminary and yet interti@nally maini
commitment to be a worship centered community of critical theological reflection where learning leads tinimigsson and
learning.

We are fortunate to partner with synods like Central StatabeSh@iirof Thank you, Bishop Gustafson, congregations, ani
ministries, including the candidacy committee, for your leadership and partnership as we continue to engage, equip, a
leaders like Collaborative Learning student Teri Sutherland who serves St. James Lutheran Church in Garden City Ka
supervision from The Rev. Jon Brudvig.
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From Our Seminaries

Lutheran School of

4‘ Theologyat Chicago

i Pbs vmmpb o,
LSTC story cards highlight voices w2

—’.ﬁ",f
share Godds stor

From Texas to Atlanta, from Milwaul
India, graduates of the Lutheran Sc
Theology at Chicago are lifting their
to tell Godos st

/1

>~ 7}"' ,
LSTC grads in the Central States Sy~
are tod from St. Louis, Mo., to Leney

Kan.

One of the ways LSTC is showcasin
graduates is wit
car ds. Theyore

car ds, but | et 6s
been the inspiration.

Matthew James, Director of Admissi
says that in his own call he has co

Tl

reali ze that he [ /
reveal bits of who we are, what dnve‘é J // / f' e ' R
wha't |l ed and continues ead us to where we have b

James says this evangelism tool from LSTC gives the seminary an opportunity to share the stories of varidi@ membel
community. fACurrent students, alumni and suppthaet er s,
considering a call to public ministry, to consider h

Eight cards have been published by the seminary, with more to follow. The stories are printed on 4 x 6ii@ch card stock
distributed to prospective students by LSTC Admissions and others.

The cards feature a colorful photo and quote from the storyteller on the front, and their brief story, itb&kir own words,
Two cards feature current students who are part of the Public Church Fellows program. Four fé&atni€hpesigh, pastors
Milwaukee, Atlanta and Texas. Rounding out the collection are a professor of Christian Ethics in Bangalod, India, anc
LSTCb6bs comprehensive campaign. A diverse group, and

Three of the eight
for instance) so it

ay they never-shatteringcaldstorg (nd fanpbtés, p a s
s a wonder | ended up at LSTC at

o wm

Like most in ministry, they experienced theirstaidscal | 0
are remarkably different, but their message remarkably similar: grateful for how they have been preparedhtb serve the
convinced, as one said, that she has fAthe gifts that

Christine Yucha, Director of Assessment and Planning who had the idea for the story cards when she served in Admi
this medium leaves room for prospective students to see their own story as part of an expanding collection.

AThe variety of stories reminds us that thereievdf not
stories reminds us that there is not just one voice or one experience of those who come to seminary. THese stories re|
there is room for more stories ablaBifiGhat one of them could be your story, oowour doeurr 6 £ hi ydds or
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From Our 2017 Reformation Team 500

o
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Reformcm

500

Conversation
Celebration
Hopein Action

In 2017, Lutherans and other Christians worldwide markediheeB0y of the
Protestant Reformation in an astonishing variety of ways. In the Central States Sy
we sought observances that would be mindful of the past and fruitful for the future

We praised Godn June 10, 2017, we concluded our annual synod assembly with a festi
worship at Atonement, Overland Park, KS. Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton preached. A
of ecumenical guests led a remembrance of baptism, and each congregation took home
of baptismal water to remind us all of our connectedness to one another in Christ through

We built bridgesOn September 29, Bishop G
tafson joined Archbishop Joseph Naumann and Bishop James Jo
ecumenical prayer service in Kansas City. Roman Catholics and
the St. Louis, MO area culminated a year of dialogue with a joint c
tion service on October 29 followed by a panel discussion with Bis
Madden and Rev. Don McCoid from the ecumenical task force tha
fiDecl aration on the Wayo the
tered into shared conversations and activities with neighboring co
celebrate and foster our unity in Christ.

We made pilgrimageAbout fifty travelers joined Rev. Mike Malone
of three trips to Germany in 2017 to explore Reformation era and modern day
sites. Ampl e time was included for morning deheoti on
filnvitation t o Con\e¢heydeepened thér faithiadd broadened theihpgrapecsiviesy Didsniese the
~ visited the brewétyreally enjoyed this trip and
|l earned a | ot more than
reflected. AThe food was
derful, and learning about Luther, the Reformation, an
its relevance today was truly inspiring. Standing in the
room where Luther translated and bible into German
and sitting in the pews of the City church where Luthe
preached most of his sermons were two experiences
will never forget. Honestly, one of the best tours I've
taken."

We planted treedVith help from a generous grant from the ELCA the
Central States Synod matched every tree planted across synod
commemoration of Reformation 500 with a second tree. These}
trees were shared with a Methodist Church, a school district, a
a civic beautification committee, One Good Meal, Mercy Meals

Humanity, and Metro Lutheran} ity
being built to the south east of the church and is visible from ouf

lot and fellowship hall. We chose to plant our second tree on the:

of the newly built school with a plaque commemorating the 500"

sary of the reformation, o re Cum

Haysville, KS.
This offer still stands in 2018! Please plant a tree and receive aif
check for a matching tree. Information is available on the Centril
States Synod website.

And more! How did you commemorate the occasion?

What stories, photos, videos, memories and new initiatives does your congregation have to share?

Growing in Hope - Central States Synod, ELCA 2018
(0]



From Our Presiding Bishop Eaton

0s wor k. Our hands.

AiFor by grace you ha
faith, and this is not your own doing;
it is the g
i Ephesians 2:8

Dear Dear Friends in Christ,

We are Lutheran. For the past year it h
The Lutheran Confessions teach that God freely and graciously creates a trusting relatic
between us and Jesus. As we gather to meet in synod assemblies, let us remember that
is in the living Christ and share that assurance with the joy of the gospel.

Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are free of the burden of making

ourselves acceptable to God. The cross of Chri st
freedom in Christ. Lut herans confidently and ent
freeo (Galatians 5:1). How does this claim affec
the church universal? Through his death and resurrection, we have a truly living Lord who meets us, forgives
calls us to follow, and in that we find our freedom.

Because we are set free in Jesus Christ, we are free from trying to save ourselves and free for loving and se
As a church, we walk by faith, trusting Goddbés pr
of this gospel word.

OFuture Directions 20256

Through fACall ed FPutwamre Diogedthieans n2Ch5,ictwe ar e
the opportunities of the church we are béawetingech that is confident about who we are in Christ and what Gou
calling us to do. I invite you to lift up these goals and engage how we journey forward in Christ as church tog
can learn more by visibh@A.org/future

ELCA Youth Gathering

Many of us will be together at the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houdtidy Ju2@137 | look forward to sharing in

the excitement and energy of our young people as they experience the wonder and joy of being with more th
Lutherans and grow in their faith formation. For information and resources on theEhathevinggaithéoing

The Campaign for the ELCA

We are in our final year of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA. Help us rally to the end! A
the campaign has received more than $138.6 million in cash and multiyear commitments, representing 70 pe
$198 million goal Read more about the campaignod
support!

8765 West Higgins Road M 1®nhli cA8072708 ol 800-688305i 2s2 640 6E3LICA. or g A LivingLut he
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From Our Partners in Ministry

POORTICO

Benefit Services | A Ministry of the ELCA

Spring 2018

We are church together.
This call from ELCA Presid
serve others. Eccfeoesdasbpbed
more than 50,000 strong that includes:

1 Active and retired rostered ministers, lay employees, and family members

1 Congregations, synodical and churchwide ministries, and social ministry organizations

1 The dedicated and talented staff at Portico Benefit Services
Together, we pool our resources and carefully steward our gifts, leveraging our collective strength to jeroizde teedare our m
Together, we walk the path toward financial, emotional, and-phgsicaiwge)l s o al |l mi ght gethepwe i en
are church.

[ t ,soBreycam i s

K ecemmanityl ma g i

o

I n 2017, our communitybés size and scope all owed Portico
Deliver personalized support that helps our members live well.
1 Skillful Portico Care Coordinators by Quantum Health helped more than 70% of meRmaerwitadih@average
navigate the complex world of health care.
fMore than 400 members enrolled in Livongob6s innovat.
more cowffective.
135% of our sponsored members used Porticobs Retir emi
saving, and how it might last in retirement.
1 3,500+ members gained a better understanding of their financial picture after talkiAgowith mamefdredentialed
Portico Financial Planners.

Exceed our goals for practicing good financial stewardship.
1 Over and above a redmrhking year for the markets, the expertise of our investment management team demonstratec
commitment to a ldegn, diversified approach to investing.
1 For the second year in a row, administrative efficiencies and innovative plan adjustments allowed us togasdd our base
for ELC&rimary health benefits t& 38élow the national trend of 6.5%.
1 Benefiting from the run of growth in the markets and strategic fund management, we announced a 4.0% increase in
Participating Annuity payments for 2018, the sixth consecutive annual increase.

Speak with one voice on behalf of those who serve the church.
1 As part of the Church Alliance, Portico joined with 37 other denominations to advocate for legislationlamsprotect 403(k
designed to help churchworkers save for retirement.
1 On behalf of ELCA investors, our shareholder advocacy team champiwadihg bistaghange resolution at a major
energyproducing company.

The church is a shining example of what happens when we come together to care for one another. Lives atewchadged, heart
hurts are healed, hope is shared. We are grateful to lead the ELCA in the good work of wellness, and tratigkftibfor your partn
makes this possible.

We are churchtogetheend t oget her, in Jesusd name, we are creating
In Christ,

Ygpar_

The Rev. Jeffrey D. Thiemann
President and CEO

Growing in Hope - Central States Synod, ELCA 2018
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From Our Partners in Ministry

s=op Mission Investment Fund

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

The Mission Investment Fund (MIE)e lending ministry of the ELCA. MIF makesdsiNoans to

ELCA congregations and Ekfafed ministries for building and renovation projects. With MIF loans,
congregations and ministries can purchase property, construct new buildings, and expand or renovate
existing facilities.

MIF loans expand the capacity for ministry. MIF loans help create expanded worship spaces, updated
space for education and youth ministry, new kitchens for community meals and soup kitchens, affordable
housing units for the community and much more.

At yeaend 2017, MIF had 888 loans outstanding, totaling $539.1 million.

To fund these loans, MIF offers a portfolio of investments for congregations, their members, synods and
ELCArelated ministries to purchase. Adn@@017, MIF investments totaled $506 million.

MIF is a financially strong and stable organization, with a record of steady, controlled growth. With total
assets of $715.7 million and net assets of $203.9 mikémd &048rMIF maintains a capital ratio

of 28.5 percénpositioning MIF in the top tier afapililized church extension funds. For more

information, visitf.elca.org

MIF loans and investments in the Central States Synod (as of December 31, 2017):
1 16 Mission Investment Fund loans, with a balance of $7,586,883
T $10,306,234 in Mission Investment Fund investments

MIF representative:
The Rev. Pamela E. Dorman, Regional Manager
Tel: (224) 93243; email: pam.dorman@elca.org

Mission Investment Fund | 8765 West Higgins Road | Chicago, lllinois 688835322|:\8’&if.elca.org
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0Godds work. Our hands. 6 Sunday

Sept. 9 is our suggested date for the 2018 dedicated day of service. If your congregation cannot participate
pl ease consider another day. fAGodds work. Our ha
convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesusv@hnyisict of service, in every daily calling, in everyfedrner of li
fl ows freely from a | i vi n gshirtstoadownloap resoorcet, gadte@ nce i n
ELCA.org/dayofservice.

Join the conversation

There are two opportunities for you to provide f
Soci al Statement on Women and Justice. o0 The dr af
about how sexism harms us all in church and society. The task force wants to hear from you about the conte
and this innovative format. Find the draft, supplementary materials and ordetlidféroratiwnraenandjustice
The other is on t he -Rkligiaus Commitmeri: A DiafePolicyaStatemantmithe &vangel
Lut heran Church in America. 0 The c cEhrdA®mn/ecunmeridai o d
more information and the document.

| have shared some of the ways we are loving and serving our neighbor. This is what being free in Christ loo
is part of our Lutheran story. This is part of vy

Wherever you are for your synod assembly, from the Alaska Synod to the Caribbean Synod, there is someth
have in commbomur life in Christ. We have our life i @htist crucified and risen Savior, in the one who poured
his life for us, the one who gave himself away for the life of the world so we may be free. As Lutheram Christi
the freedom of Christ.

With gratitude,

W&M

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

8765 West Higgins Road A 1®hli cf8078708 ol 8D0-6383305 252 6A0 6E3LICA. org A LivingLuth
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De Eaton de Obispo Presidente

4| D>
=8} Iglesia Evangélica Luterana en América

Qi La obra de Dios. Nuestras manos.

»

APorque por gracosa u:
mediante la fe; esto no procede de ustedes, sinc
gue es regal
I Efesios 2:8

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo:

Somos |l uteranos. E I pasado afo |l as cosas he
qué? Las Confesiones Luteranas ensefian que Dios crea, gratuita y misericordiosamente, una r:
confianza entre Jesus y nosotros. Mientras nos reunimos en las asambleas sinodales, recorden
nuestra esperanza esta en el Cristo vivo, y compartamos esa seguridad con el gozo del evange

Por medio de la muerte y resurreccion de Jesucristo somos libres de la carga de tratar por nosotros misrads de ser a
Dios. La cruz de Cristo y el Cristo vivo nos aseguran que la palabra final de Dios para nosotros es vidboyg libertad en C
l uteranos reclamamos con confianza y entusiasmo esta
¢, Como afecta esta declaracién su jornada de fe como individuo, congregacioén, sinodo o miembro de la igldisia univer:
de su muerte y resurreccion, tenemos un Sefior verdaderamente vivo que nos encuentra, perdona y nos llama a segu
encontramos nuestra libertad.

Porque somos hechos libres en Jesucristo, somos libres de tratar de salvarnos a nosotros mismos, y libeastpara ama
ros. Como iglesia caminamos por fe, confiando en la promesa de Dios en el evangelio, y sabiendo que existimos por
proclamacion de esta palabra del evangelio.

OFuturas Direcciones 20256

Por medi o de fALI amadosiRutSergaid rDiArdeed aind ree sJ] uhQ 2%, & ne Lt
las oportunidades de la iglesia en la que nos estamos doumatighesia que confia en quiénes somos en Cristaey en lo q
Dios nos esta llamando a hacer. Le invito a que se una a nosotros en la consecucion de estas metas a medida que a\
nuestra jornada en Cristo. Puede obtener mas informacighyiskanddfuture

Asamblea Juvenil de la ELCA

Muchos de nosotros estaremos juntos en la Asamblea Juvenil de la ELCA en Houston, del 27 de junio al ptimero de J
Anhelo ser parte de la emocion y energia de nuestros jévenes mientras experimentan el asombro y la alegria de estal
30,000 luteranos y aumentan la formacién de su fe. Para informacion y recursos sobre lalASAnthlgaatisiteing

La Campaiia para la ELCA

Estamos en nuestro afio final de Siempre Siendo Hechos Nuevos: La Campafia para la ELCA. Ayadenos a reunir has
ta el 31 de diciembre, la campafia habia recibido més de $138.6 millones en efectivo y compromisos multartuales, lo
el 70 por ciento de nuestra meta de $198 millones. Lea mas sobre el progreso de la campafia en ELCA.org/campaign
su apoyo continuo!

8765 West Higgins Road A 1®hli cA807700 ol 8D0-68831305i 2s2 6R0 6E3LICA. or g A LivingLut h
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From Our Lutheran Planned Giving Partnership/ELCA Foundation
Central States /Arkansas -Oklahoma Synods

Regional Gift Planner: Stephen E. Phelps, MA, CFRE

Thank you for your partnership in this ministry of providing planned giving
the ELCA congregations, members, institutions and agencies within the ¢=
(CSS) and Arkangaklahoma Synods (AOK). The work we do together, i
ry ELCA member to consider remembering one or more ministries of the
of their philanthropic giving plans, is so very important to the churches, i
individuals we help as well as the future of our church. It continues to be
work with and represent each of the partners within the Lutheran Planne
Partnership (LPG) of the CSS and AOK Synods. The LPG CSS/AOK Pais s
cludesBethany College, Camp Tomah Shinga, Hollis Renewal Center, L (S f
Family and Childrends Services o0 SSSuis 2 r an
cago, Lutheran Campus Ministry of the CSS Synod, Lutheran Campus Mt

the AOK Synod, The Arkang€iddahoma Synod, The Central States Synod,
Indian Mission, Wartburg Seminary and the ELCA Foundation.

Stephen E. PhelgdGP
working with a congregation

Together, being in partnership with the LPG CSS/AOK and the ELCA Foundation we achieve things on a scale and sc
could never do otherwise. We are Church Toget herthe As

world. The LPG CSS/AOK and the ELCA Foundation exist to sustain and grow our ministries by stewardirigéssets for
organizations of the ELCA. Utilizing a variety of deferred giving vehicles offered by the ELCA Foundgiimmeitse regional
work with individual congregational members and churches to develop giving plans that reflect family and ministry valt

In 2017, through its network of Regional Gift Planners, the ELCA Foundation created over $33 million10@iftplans witt
viduals and famili€be LPG of CSS/AOK Synods saw over 12 church members make decisions for their estate plans by
designating over $3 million for charitable causes. A significant portion of this charitable intent, (nearly $2bemilion) is
directed towards our synods, congregations and ELCA related missions within the LPG CSS/AOK!

In addition to working with individuals, The LPG CSS/AOK also works in partnership with congregations atngssist therr
comprehensiiinistry Funding Planghich help congregations identify financial needs and goals. As we gather as a syn
the work of the church we should consider how we wil

Does your congregation have a current gift policy?

Does your congregation have a current endowment and govedawglogument?

Does your congregation have a Ministry Funding Plan?

Does your congregation have a planned giving program?

Do you have a will?

Do you have an estate plan?

We continue to face a major shift in sustaina®I3ROKF un
is here to help you and your congregation meet these &EBENJESWV!

AFor we are Godds fellow workers. You are God
In Service,
Stephen E. Phelps, MA, CFRE
Regional Gift Planner LIISS/AOK
3147036949 stephen.phelps@elca.org
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From Our Partners in Ministry
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Domingo de oOLa obra de Dios. Nuestras manos?o.

El 9 de septiembre es la fecha sugerida para el dia dedicado al servicio en 2018. Si su congregacion natauede partici
f echa, s2rvase considerar otro d2a. E I domi ngo de AL
de nuestras convicciones mas basicas como luteranos: que toda la vida trddesetoridéoservicio en cada llamadp diar
en cada pequefa parte de la ¥Ylgge libremente de una viva y osada confianza en la gracia de Dios. Para ordenar camit
descargar recursos, vaghd &A.org/dayofservice.

Unase a la conversacion

Hay dos oportunidades para que usted haga sus comentarios sobre lo que dice esta iglesia acerca de asurst@s import
iBorrador del pronunciamiento soci al sobr e | expicmuj er
ciones exhaustivas, las cuales hablan de como el sexismo nos hace dafio a todos en la iglesia y la socigdad. El grupc
desea oir de usted con respecto al contenido del borrador y a este formato innovador. Encuentre el bomader, los mat:
mentarios y la informacién para pedidb€énorg/womenandjustitea ot ra es el borrador d
compromi so interreligioso: Borrador de | a decddaraci
comentarios esta abierto desde ahora hasta el 30 de junio deEA0T8..¥isitecumeniqadra obtener mas informacion y

el documento.

He compartido algunas de las formas en que estamos amando Yy sirviendo a nuestro préjimo. Asi es como se ve el se
Cristo. Esto es parte de nuestra historia luterana. Esto es parte de la historia de su congregacion y niedba historia de st

Dondequiera que usted esté en la asamblea de su sinodo, ya sea en el Sinodo de Alaska o en el Sinodo del Caribe, |
todos tenemos en coiindoestra vida en Cristo. Tenemos nuestra vidaieenGzlskalvador crucificado y resucitado, en el
que derramé su vida por nosotros, aquel que se entreg6 por la vida del mundo para que seamos libres. Cemo cristiar
vivimos en la libertad de Cristo.

Con gratitud,

La Rvda. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Obispa Presidente
Iglesia Evangélica Luterana en América

8765 West Higgins Road A 10hli cA8g72708 of 8D0-6883305i 2s2 6A0 6E3LICA. or g A LivingLut hi
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From Our Synod and

fiCandidacyo is the term by wH&E
accompaniment and formation with people who are preparing to &

serve as rostered ministry leégastors and deacdnas the
ELCA. Each synod has a Candidacy committee that carries out
work on behalf of the ELCA in relation to the men and women w
discern a vocation to prepare for public ministry leadership in thig
church. Candidacy committees work with synod staff and other
synod leaders to carry out their work. Rev. Cherlyne Beck is the
ELCA Candidacy Leadership Manager for Regions 4 & 6 and joi
the committee in August 2017.

In the Central States Synod, there are 18 active candidates.
Ten candidates have home congregations in Kansas. Eight can
are connected to congregations in Missouri. Within the past yea
Candidacy committee met in August, December and April.

1 Six new candidates were appro\eatfancento Candidacy;
1 Four candidates met with Candidacy committee representati

their seminary advisor and a seminary profEsstmré@ment
of their candidacy journey;

CSS Candidatévielissa Woeppel
InternshipPeace Lutheran, Charlottesville, VA
Preaching at Easter Sunrise service.

1 Three candidates met with the Candidacy comAjieaviar
One candidate received approval for Reinstatement to the Roster
of the ELCA. All four will remain within the Central States Synod.

The candidates are scattered among five seminaries (Wartburg
Seminary (9), Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago (3), Luth
Seminary (4), United Lutheran Seminary (2), and Pacific Luthere
Theological Seminary. Currently, CSS has three seminarians ot
ternship isettingsin Minneapolis, MN; Chicago, IL and Char-
lottesville, VA.

The Candidacy committee consists of 12 members from within ti
Synod. Deacon Dave Mareske was selected as the Chair of the (@
committee. Vickie Minter (Lay), Deacon Carolyn Wilson and
Rev. Del Strecker joined the committee in December 2017
for a Bear term.

Candidacy committee requastsider the people you know in you
congregation or other ministry setting who demonstrate interest
gifts relevant to public ministry leadership, and encourage them
consider a vocation to serve as deacons or pastors in the ELCA g
Al so, then, assist them in c¢

preparation.

>

CSS CandidateMathew Berger
Leading Bible Study with high school students

Growing in Hope - Central States Synod, ELCA 2018
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From Our Partners in Ministry

+ BISHOP KEMPER Bishop Kemper School for Ministry (BKSM), has just wrapped up its third ye
%% SCHOOL FOR MINISTRY providing academic coursework and spiritual formation for students called tc
;h R vocation of Parish Ministry Associate (PMA), which prepares lay leaders to
eologica ucation for All People | X X 1
their local congregation in a variety of ways.
Located in Topeka, Ks., the Bishop Kemper School for ministry began in 2013 as a collaborative partnedione®f four Ef
es to provide academic formation for future priests, deacons and lay leaders in the Episcopal Church. Indra#it3015, BK
first Lutheran student taking coursework to become a Parish Ministry Associate (PMA).

To date, two students have completed the PMA coursework available through Bishop Kemper School for Mib&try. Dur
academic year, four new students began their course of study, representing churches in Emporia, Smith Ce8ter, Kans
Louis. Currently, students can take six of seven required PMA courses through BKSM, including Bible, lsjtheran wors
preaching and pastoral care. Some students choose to take extra courses as electives.

The Very Rev. Dr. Don Compier, BKSM dean, is grateful for the infusion of Lutheran students at the schpol. He says, '
Kemper School for Ministry we have a passion for Christian unity. We believe that when we work together broesss denc
we can accomplish more than we ever could alone. The ELCA is a special partner to the Episcopal Church asrwe hav
and mutual recognition of ministries. We-maraiicg environment, knowing that students (and professors!) leam so much
each other. Our Lutheran students have enriched our community and our formation together in Christ. We are most gr

I'n addition to student s, BKSM is pleased thatlert hree
Atkinson, Dr. Arminta Fox, and Dr. Adam Pryor. Additionally, Pastor George Pejokovich, who serves as A&aitant to th
Cathedral, Topeka, serves adifoadiomiletics instructor.

In this last year, Bishop Kemper School for Ministry has also formed a more formal alliance with Bethany House of Stu
Lindsborg, Ks, and the Lutheran School of Theology in St. Louis, Mo., to make it easier for students to takeeclasses clc
when available, but with the coursework being readily accepted and recognized by the other two institutions.

BKSM programs and courses are not just open to those students wishing to become Parish Ministry Associates. BKSI
student interested in taking coursework for continuing education or personal enrichment. No prior collefgssesequired tc
just an openness and willingness to learn. Students may choose to audit a class for $100, which includeghtdkcmeals an
commodations at Upton Hall.

In Fall 2017, BKSM launched a new program of study for lay evangelists. While all baptized Christians aree¢henmissior
Good News of Jesus Christ and make disciples, some may have the desire to become better equipped and empowere
eighicourse program of study, which is not particular to Episcopalians, explores Christian spirituality, carigsioporary cul
communications and, of cour s e, evangel i sm, t o Ieesst er
known in their given ministry context.

Learn more about this unique educational oppertunityistiopkemperschool.org

Growing in Hope - Central States Synod, ELCA 2018
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From Our Campus Ministries
Lutheran Campus Ministry at Kansas State University

It may be a bit of a stereotype, but it seems that
Lutherans, in general, are shy folks. Our Luthe
Campus Ministry students this year are no exce
Add to this that most of them are studying Agric
Computer Science, or Engineering, it seems th
of shyness go up. One of our Engineering studé
recently asked me, "How can you tell if an engi
extroverted? He looks at YOUR shoes!"

Needless to say, sharing our faith, is something
which many of our LCM students struggle. Wit
mind, our Bible Study theme this year is "Conne
The focus of the study has been on finding con
in our own lives with the characters in Bible stor
then sharing those personal connections with o
gathered around the table.

"Who in your life has shared their faith in Christ
you", we asked, as we studied the story of Jesus calling

the first disciples, who in turn invited others to "come and see." "What doubts and questions do you haee, thve asked,
story of Thomas. "When have you struggled in your faith", we asked, as we read the story of Peter sinlidag in the Sea

Some of these questions were quite personal, and students at times struggled to be able to share theirtban stories wit

students around the table. However, if we are unable to share our stories of faith and doubt with thoss','inctlve pew ne;

will we be able to share our faith with those outside of our congregations?

| am happy to say that our Lutheran Campus Ministry students not only grew in their faith this year, ypatdtmidin their at

ness to share that faith with others!
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From Our Synodods Mission Endowm

This past October, a question was on many Luthevhatlip€<sod going to do over the next 500 years? A

different, unspoken question was in the hearts of many chwrbhgoeré s t he future of &6 my
sion has stood the test ofiti@e, baptize, teach, and proclaim the Good News of God in Christ Jesus. Yet, we
often worry about 6ourd6 piece of it all. AWhat ab
seem smaller. o AThe money. Oh! dondét bring up the

The Synodds Mission Endowment Fund board focuses
over the o6death of the churcho, or are we in the
and Easter morning? Perhaps God is up to something? So, we wait, and we hold our collective breath, teeterin
the brink of the announcement of the resurrection.

I n this | ast year, as individuals were entrusted
serve the Lord in a new and different way, their legacies have found a foothold in announcing the Resurrection
new ways through the efforts of the Mission Endowment Fund as over $500,000 was entrusted to the Mission E
dowment Fuiidincluding generous gifts from the astidliiarofR. Betker &aith Lutheran Church,

Prairie Village). Some of the legacies were designated for seminary scholargtzipsresgmestirsome to

increase the funds already iniplaeet al | wer e given in faith and trus
may not and cannot ever see. Take a look:

1 $125,416 in grants and scholarships were distrit6ck
claim the Good News of Jesus Christ.

f That breatholding regarding the aging or emptying pulpits is infused with the b$84t/360 &edt to
raising up rostered ministers, deacons, and PMAs.

1 Congregations in the midst of transition or looking toward at transitions have a paitiiee &t.that road
Louis transitional ministry initiative is a collaborative effort to effectitexiy e &wabip moves, share
resources, and address the topics and difficulties associated with transition complexities.

Congregations, congregants, and the church have been and will always be in the midst of transition because G
up to something in and through it all, even matte
of Easter morning, and i ®VeaptauaredybylJé¢éseldsdyward
falls into the earth and dies, it r ehbtishesngj ust a
borne in the shared work of the Kingdom. That is what gives Paul confidence to proclaim this bold reality in ad-
dressing the Corinthian chubcivh at t hen is Apol |l os? What is Paul ?
believe, as the Lord assigned to each. | planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither the
one who plants nor the one who wat el €orimttsans88y t hi ng
7).

God gives the growth. We tend, water, accompany, provide as we are able: new mission starts are supported, ¢
narians receive scholarships, ministry initiative
gevity withegiandgf Spéer i God8sohi téde move, and thr
stewardship, much fruit is borne. Thanks be to God!

Growing in Hope - Central States Synod, ELCA 2018
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From Our Synodds Stewardship
At a recent ecumenical meeting, a person was overheard asking others in a small group if they had a Coadi#ito help t
key goals more effectively and efficldrglgther persons (a new start pastor and a couple of leaders) from tl@tsame new

church smiled and confidently all shook their heads 'YES'!

This conversation may feel out of context in a church setting, @vieiiticeuntdre work that we place our hopst améhtru
the Holy Spirit.

Yet here in Central States Synod, the Holy Spirit is a part of this mighty work being done throGgh | MDAl ISw-
ardship Coaching a couple of summers ago at the AsgeBhPA Members and leaders (Rhonda Templing and Jered
Horn)took advantage of the resources and both have expressed gratitude for this opportunity and felt their Btewardshi
cies have grown for real impact in the church!

For RhondaShe has developed new 'stewardship' lens in looking at Scripture and finding a stewardship emphasis in ju
biblical passagé!desire she realized she had through coaching was to tell narratives, being bolder to tatkandthathers a
stories about the beauty of God's abundance in being a go&thstea@ed!to help others by positively influenciogetheir m
away from a scarcity ment&litg. has positively impacted the leadership team for the Women of the ELCA.

For JeredHe gained more confidence in his faith and the stewarding of a stronger financial perspective with a heart of
coaching he discerned to volunteer to help with forming and shaping faith lives with the Youth at St. Jowhsd_iéheran C
and his family attei@lewarding the desires the Spirit calls forth from our hearts is an important outcomeve$ @ndChristiar
from Coaching!

*A Coach is someone who chooses to invest what they have been given to accelerate someone else's development ortaccomplist
by asking powerful questions.

From Our Synodo6s Church and So
Neighbors UnitedJndoing Racism is a local organization in Franklin County, MO. Started over 15 years ago by a several chi
including ELCA Lutheran, UCC, and Baptist congregations, the group sought to build fellowship opporttiaiegoor building re
across racial boundaries. Over the years, the group had waned as membership aged. However, in the wakentéd-erguson, P
Appell of Peace Lutheran got together with a few of the former leaders and some of the younger meknimisaridhgyAfrican
the area to discuss how to revive the organization. Interest was strong, and new work began. Since then, raairhership has ¢
focus has shifted from being a daseld group to inviting in people from across the community. We have foune $oqgort from tt
community college, libraries, churches, and secular organizations. We have developed a inigsion statementc i s m by
opportunities for all people to be tr e6&urmanpwjectsincludéagni ty
annual Martin Luther King Day program, the Stories Matter campaign, and Vacation Culture School.

Stories Mattas a campaign to provide books with diverse themes and characters to libraries and families throughout our con
along with discussion guides and support to facilitate conversations about race, ethnicity, and identitgdfbmdizrtave have rais
purchase a set of 15 books for each branch of the Scenic Regional Library system and the Washington Ppiltéis Library. This
booths at local family events, does craft projects, and encourages diverse representation in libraries &wd schools in our reg

Vacation Culture Schaeés a pilot project last summer based on the model of Vacation Bible School so familiar to most peop
community. Each evening for 5 nights, we gathered to learn about the cultures associated with the 5 majgiawibdyld religions: (
(focusing on Afrieamerican culture and Juneteenth); Judaism (from the Reformed tradition); Islam (with fivieelofariviuslim fan
various countries); Hinduism (with folks from the St. Louis Hindu Temple); and Buddhism (witkAtine ficdp @&itietidiso-
ciation). Using religion as a jwwibipgint, we explored the rich diversity of rituals, food, games, and statiéd/@veorkednvith
individuals from each of these communities in order to accurately represent them. Last year, we had ovessEliOagarticipants a
groups. This year, we are planning to shift our focus from religions to regions, to demonstrate the divdrgigromithin each wor

The primary purpose of all of these projects is to encourage our community to welcome and embrace its $tdbeiedemograpt
this is best done through the building of relationships. Each of us comes to this work from our own fiaichhaaditioh pbut we f
traditions have a heart for relationship and justice. We are working together to live out our faith in community.

Growing in Hope - Central States Synod, ELCA 2018
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From Our Renewal Center
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Two things have been on the increase at
Hollis Renewal Center: Eagle Scout Projects
and Weddings.
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We had an Eagle Scout candidate complete his project in 2017, get everything approved and then his scoutmaster re:
never completed his knot tying certification. He couldl jiesktiws he never was seen tying knots by the right people.

So, as a gesture of fun and goodwill, prior to his court of honor (which was held at Hollis) we held a knot tying session
Hollis averages five Eagle Scout projects each year.

In 2017 Hollis hosted thirteen weddings one per month. We are on course to break tif
in 2018. Weddings bring many people to Hollis that may never have ventured here o -
of those guests return with their church or work group to use Hollis. Last year we hac
lovely day in November. But about a week later, the couple realized that their weddirgs 7
not signed. So, as a gesture of fun and goodwill, the pastor, bride, groom and witnes
Hollis for short signing party, and to officially (I guess) tie the knot.

Completion and closure is often slippery in our culture. With the busyness and accelerated pace of lifend¢iie bombardn
and information, and the host of virtual relationships we try to maintain, finding thmtireetarti ihairknot mjgets

and responsibilities can be difficuldto.d |Taski rkggngthiemal s
in retreat and rest.

It might be that rest and retreat is the very thing we need to complete the daunting list of projects Argigssponsibilities.
recently remarked, fiwal king the | abyrinth on @mudnday
that you may find your way to Hollis.

Hollis has been at the Bonner Springs location 30 years this year. We
Purchased the property on June 6, 1988. We are planning some cool
events this year so please contact us or visit our website for complete
informatiomww.holliscenter.org

Dave Mareske, Executive Director, Hollis Center

1988-2018
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From Our Camp

Greetings Central States Synod!

YOUR Camp Tomah Shinga has been doing wonderful things this year! In 2017 we had 475 campers and w
grow every year! We are extremely excited to announce that we will have an entirely new program site ready
mer 2018! We are stacking up numbers in traditional and confirmation camps. More and more of our congre:
worked tirelessly to support the mission of Camp Tomah Shinga. We now have campers coming from all acr
to participate in our wonderful intentional Christian community out at camp!

A few things we have done in partnership with our Synod this year:

1 Middle School Retreat

High School P@athering Retreat

Lut herands Restoring Creation Retreat (Rev. Nol
Womendés Spirituality Retreat (Lynde Langdon)
Lutheran Disaster Response Planning

Vocational Discernment Retreat

SUMMER CAMP!

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 4

We have also engaged in new and exciting partnerships with:
Bethany College

Metro Lutheran Ministries

Central States Synod

Arkansas/Oklahoma Synod

ELCA Church wide office

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries

=A =4 =4 =4 4 4

A huge thank you to everyone in the Central States Synod for the support and participation out at camp. It is
movement to see so many people owning such a valuable ministry to our Church and communities. | encour
continue to engage and volunteer out at camp as you are able. It truly is an incredible spiritual experience to
Blessings to you all this year! Ao,

Peace,

Sy cdA G2ys  98S50dze@Sr | KA NGBS Wdzy O o
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From Our Synodds Companion

A lesson in Evangelism from our Companion Synod (CoSyn) Christians in Russia.

Syn

My wife, Anita, and | were a part of the Companion Synod Team that visited Russia for three weeks duringatite end of
the beginning of October. | was invited to preach at a small German/Russian speaking congregation in thiwichilage of k
is | ocated an houros drive outside of Omsk, Sislberi a

| speak German and English but no Russian. My wife

and Pastor Jon Brudvig of Trinity, Great Bend § ‘ g °

was also there spoke no German or Russian.; ')

Vo W

‘xr N
| preached for about fifteen minutes in Germa .\t / "
The pastor of this church, Rev. Stanislav Mik: . P
said to me after the sermon that in this churchy
fifteen minutes was not enough. He turned tc; ‘%}
Rev. Jon Brudvig and asked him what was a 2

MG a.lu- ™

favorite text that he liked to preach on. Jon rg \ ﬁw " % gy
Romans 63 Pastor Stas, as he is referred to """‘ 4 | i i W) .
his congregation, read the passage in Germal : ] FE i

Russian and then asked Jon to explain why it ' tlll“ ‘ w 1}
his favorite and what impact this passage shg wllu |
have on those listening to him. Pastor Jon thg i = A ‘n 1 1 4 ﬁ m \ I Il
surprised, extemporized for about 5 minutes S .

the help of a translator.

After Pastor Jon finished, Pastor Stas then preached for an additional 15 minutes. In his sermon he pohitdcis the wir
parishioners. He said that this window was one of the best evangelism tools that the Christians in KazemakaHmad at the
said everyone looks out of their window to see what is happening on the street. He said that when they saw someone
walking or driving by, that was an excellent time to pray for them. If they were a member of their worshipihbagyg commur
needed to pray for increased gifts of the Holy Spirit. If they were a member of another worshipping comemtority, they s
their welbeing. If they were a total stranger, then they should pray for a safe journey to their home. If they krer@ some
to be an atheist, then they should pray for their conversion. He said Evangelism begins with prayey sawd foesef it. If tt
people in person, then they could share that they had prayed for them. He stated that sharing that simpile ¢lsmight witt
could lead to far deeper conversation. This he felt
was Evangelism at its most basic level.

The Holy Spirit used the gifts of all those present
that morning to share the message of the Gospel.
Even though we did not share a common languag
to communicate directly with each other, we were
united in our relationship with Christ. We did a lot
of singing that morning in the German language.
Pastor Brudvig stated to me that beside our com-
mon faith, we had the common language of music
Even though my wife and Jon did not speak Ger-
man they could sing those melodies and we all
were united in the love of Christ through song.

The Rev. Delvin Strecker, Pastor

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Wilson, Kansas
and

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Lucas, Kansas

Growing in Hope - Central States Synod, ELCA 2018
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From Our Synodds Mission Ta

Lutherans Restoring Creation Mission Table

The Central States Synod Lutherans Restoring Creation (LRC) Mission Table is made up of volunteers from across th
feel passionate about caring for creation and want to empower others to learn and act on behalf of all traidbod has me
mont hly conference calls and offering workshopreggot hr o
stories about how congregations can use worship, buildinas and
grounds, education, discipleship in daily life, and advoc
better stewards of creation. Here are two stories from r
workshop attendees.

Kaylie Iness a senior at Bethany College and will attenc
Lutheran Theological Seminary in the fall. She is a mel
Ref ormation Lutheran in
LRC workshop | was able to engage and reflect on wh:
to be an advocate for sustainabgity Lutheran and as a ;
man being. | got a better understanding of why Luthera¥y
all of creation. It took my perspective from just a theoloyiCd '
and expanded it to think about the ethical imperative for the church. | am thankful for this experienceaaatiahthéllowshi|
workshop. It was inspiring to engage others and to share ideas on what we can do to help care for creason. | have bro
knowledge and passion back to campus with me and have shared them with our campus pastor. We are looking to or¢
Day celebration event. My goal is to help rebuild the interest in creation care with younger students bistmpepgmaller p
an interest and leave behind ideas for bigger projects for a team to tackle when we have sustainable numiegrs. Our Ea
will also engage others in creation care as we we partner with a local chezaimpuosd Aur on
Club! o

Josh Thedé a member of the City of Mission, KS, Sustainability Commission; President of tt
Green Buil di ng Co u nQeitral @lains Emgter; grd warks Bsraw Aceustis
~ cal Consultant at Henderson Engineers in Lenexa, KS. Josh did volunteer service in Peru wi
- lived and worked in the Amazon Rainforest for three weeks doing reforestation, animal moni
research, and organic agriculture. He also served as a Camp Counselor at Carol Joy Holling
land, NE. Josh is looking for a Lutheran congregation in the KC area that will help him make

i mpact on the planet. Josh writes, Al was
already doing, including solar panels, eneaigdtauildings, up cycling plastic bags into sleeping mats, senttingrgouth ou
in natur e, reducing waste, and composting. | avefhany e d

the secular climate action and clean energy that | am more fam@sawithcredible group of people including venture
scouts, pastors, congregation staff, college students, camp directors, youth leaders, professors, carpestEes;thikers, an
had their own perspective and approach, but tbban over
25), and protecting the Earth should be a priority for all people and ddefiregetiorssyed that by the Grace @feGod,

have hope that our actions will create a positive change to reduce the sin of greed and overconsumptiommanttincrease
preservation of Earth. o

Growing in Hope - Central States Synod, ELCA 2018
M H

From Our College

BETHTAZNW

COLLEGE

On Fri- day, February 23, 2018, Bethany College hosted the Urbild Reformation Conference. This
daylong conference that took place as part of the celebration for the 500th anniversary of the Reformations Bethany we
wider community including the Bethany House of Studies to this conference. The seminar also invited surreunding unc
from McPherson College and Midland University alongside Bethany undergraduates to present academic essays. Cle
attended, as well as Bethany College faculty, staff, and students.

This event extended a welcome to Keynote Speaker Bishop Munib Younan. Bishop Younan is the (Lutheran) Bishop ¢
Land and Jordan. While here in the United States, he visited twelve ELCA colleges. Bethany College was honored to |
these col- leges.

' 4 /

It took place from 9:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and was divided into three main parts. The morning session ingluded present
Bet hanyés three religion professors: Dr. Tyl er At kin
Testament scholar and lecturer at Rutgers University (Religion Department), Dr. Matthew Ketchum. All fquoof these pi
vided insight into the Gospel of Mark in accordance with select scriptures that appear in the Revised Cdfablon Lection
um explored the concept of discipleship; Dr. Pryor explored relationships between vulnerability and paraittes; Dr. Fox |
importance of women at the tomb; and Dr. Atkinson presented on messianic secrecy in the Gospel of Mark.

In the afternoon, Bethany welcomed Bishop Younan to speak to students, during which he discussed the thiree import:
American students to know about the Israel/Palestine conflict. Bishop Younan was very honest and openhirthiis conver
student s. Foll owing the Bishopb6és address, the studen

undergraduates presenting their research. Each session was moderated by a faculty member, and at the end of the ge
moderator facilitated an open discussion of the research presented. In the evening, student panelists andeommunity ¢
invited to have dinner with the Bishop Younan. The event offered words from President Jones and concludstg remarks

op.

The day was packed full of wisdom andphouaiing dialogue presented by all who participated in the conference. Betha
College extends thanks to all who made this event possible, to those who participated and shared reseafoh, and to the
making a special stop in Lindsborg!

Kaylie Ines, Bethany College Student
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From Our Mission Start
The Bridge, St. Charles

The Bridge fostersdjifiegng relationships with God and neighbor by doing churchQliffenamiglyy is designed ¢o off

places for relationships to fohrough coffee, community, and Fair Trade, we witness to how the Spirit drawdipaople anc
into relation with one another, even across our differencday, our Coffee House is filled with anyone from the commute
grabbing a quick cup of coffee on their way to work, to the youth of our community looking for a place to study.

Our baristas focus on cultivating conversation, making each person feel less like a customer and niifietde a neighbor
community groups gather throughout t hePeople efkifferest palih a s
economic, and religious backgrounds gather for support, to discusdiffienltiogiceey disagree, and to live into th
diversity of the gospel.

Fridaymornings, preschoolers flood in for Story Time, allowing parents a break to re@unFtirfiiesdis.minisffgrs
items crafted by artisans and farmers acrossOurhe wor
worship events attract many people disenfranchised with traditidfaidavetprayer stations, preaching, discussion, an
music around Commun®@n.r f uture | i fe together wildl conti nready t o
shine forthin each cup of coffee, each Fair Trade item sold, each relationship formed at The Bridge, andhforst of all, in
seen ways.

aNX» YS@OAY .SS6SI LYyiGSNy
www.thebridgenline.org

Growing in Hope - Central States Synod, ELCA 2018
H N

From Our Synodo6s Area Ministry 4

There are three Clergy that share Worship responsibility at the local Hospital, and the Long Term Care wings Maundy
my Holy Week Service, so after contacting the other Clergy we held a joint service around a table, talkedsand read the
including John's telling of Jesus washing of the disciples feet. Since most residents are wheel chair betmdraarEucharis
the Roman Catholic Church and | washed and blessed the residents hands. Then we read the scripture about Jesus i
what we know as Holy Communion, and shared Communion around the table. Those who belong to the LCMS were ¢
Blessing. While it was parallel communion, not truly joint, since there are still differences between ELCAdied, Roman (
which were not completely resolved in The Declaration on the Way Joint Statements, it was a step in urstyedind love w
community. The residents and staff stated it was "very meaningful and wanted to know when we could deegtagain”. Tt
had planned on being there but had a parish emergency, so he sent a Eucharist Minister who afterwards stated " We
family in Christ and we need to share worship more!" Even though we live in a small community it was a &higf| step of
and hopefully a sign that we will be open to more sharing and joint worship experiences.

¢ KS maSo@DBbnna Florio, Hanover

From Our Synodds Area Ministry 5

The50@anni versary of the Protestant Reformation was co
series of ecumenical gatherings held on the Tuesday before Th&nksgivind atr y thicl@tat he dr al

Clergy from Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Episcopal and United Methodist churches gave meditations, shared scripture
songs during the service. A time of conversation followed among those who were gathered.

Pastor Elizabeth CummingsResurrection, Haysvillave one of the meditations, Pastor Dave FuBan fromPa ul & s ,

introduced the program and Bishop Roger Gustafson also participated. PastdrR&ariadisonWfchiteas involved in
the planning and hosted the second gathering.

¢tKS wS@d 9t AT I-DRBK adYyAdNBRYyaas5S|y
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