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Vessels of God’s Grace Gather for 36" Convention

President’s Message

It is my honor to have been elected as
the next president of the Central States
Synodical Organization of Women of the
ELCA. After serving as a board member, |
was asked to prayerfully consider running
for an officer position on the board.

Through prayer and after seeking guidance from family
and friends, | am now your new President! Please keep
me in your prayers as we travel through the next two
years together.

I want to thank Gloria, our outgoing president, for do-
ing an awesome job. She led the board the last two years
with grace and humility. Thank you, Gloria, for the time
you have given and the love you have shown to the
women of Central States.

| have been part of the Women of the ELCA for the
past twenty years on the unit level, currently at Hosanna!
Lutheran Church, Liberty, MO. The last two years | have
served on the synodical organization board. During that
time, | have met many inspiring women and have made
new friends. | look forward to working with all Central
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Central States Synodical Organization Board
(LtoR)
Louise Ahrens, Pastor Brenda Rodger, Janice Gerken, Vickie
Donnell,
Gaye Mizell, Karen MacDonald
(Not Pictured)
Rita Nelson, Rhonda Templing

States women and making more friends.

I am retired after 33 years of legal accounting at various
law firms in Kansas City, MO. Some of my interests include
crocheting blankets for Children’s Mercy Hospital, reading,
and keeping up with my grandsons’ activities. | am married
to Boyd, who is a church organist.

As we continue to work together, please share any ideas
that you have for our organization or if you just want to visit,
please contact me. You can access my contact information
in this issue.

May God continue to bless the Central States Synodical
Organization of Women of the ELCA.

§'!
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Convention Highlights—Vessels of God’s Grace

“For by GRACE you have been saved through faith, and this is not of your own doing; it is the gift of God.
(Ephesians 2:8 NRSV)

The 36" Central States Synodical Organization Convention was held June 20-22 in Independence, MO. The theme
was Vessels of God’s Grace with activities and decorations representing the theme. Registration opened at 1:00 p.m.
on Friday the 20™". The afternoon activities provided included visiting the hospitality room, watching a pottery demon-
stration, shopping at the Bridge, walking the prayer labyrinth, and visiting vendors that were present. Mid-afternoon
orientations were held for voting members and participants. Following the evening meal, the convention was declared
‘open’ followed by speakers, including the Mayor Pro Tem of the city of Independence, Bishop Susan Candea, Jennifer
Armstrong-Schaefer, churchwide organization representative, and the keynote speaker, Rev. Kendra Nolte. The
theme for evening worship was Celebrating Women, Light, and Grace with worship music provided by St. Paul’s con-
gregation in Cole Camp, MO.

Saturday was a busy day. The day began with morning devotions led by Jennifer Armstrong-Schaefer. She also
provided an update on Katie’s Fund—an endowment that supports ministries focused on global sharing, leadership
development, and faith in daily life. The campaign, known as 2122: Growing Katie’s Fund for the Next 100 Years,
concluded earlier this year. Rev. Janice Hawley, chaplain for the convention, then led an activity where interested
attendees were offered the opportunity to commit to an active prayer partnership with a prayer sister(s). This special
time was followed by the business session for voting members, while others attended a session, Women of the Refor-
mation, led by Evelyn Clark, a member of Our Savior’s in Topeka, and a quilt tying/craft activity.

Following lunch, when vendors had the opportunity to share, break-out sessions convened. Options included
presentations by leaders of Rehope, a domestic abuse treatment center, and Della Lamb Community Services which
“exists to empower its clients to meet the challenges of education, employment, and self-sufficiency in an ever-chang-
ing world.” Another option was a Bible study led by Rev. Kim Frederking, senior pastor at St. John’s in Salina, KS. Later
in the afternoon there was much fun with the opportunity to play Bingo or participate in a sing-along. Following the
evening meal, during which several recipients of scholarships from the Lynn Starr Education Fund
spoke, delightful entertainment was provided by The Potter’s Wheel, a bluegrass-gospel group. The evening con-
cluded with the always popular revealing of raffle and auction results. It was a very full but enjoyable day.

The final day of the convention began with a summary of convention business by Gloria Sharp, president. Closing
worship followed with Pastor Anna Borders, synodical authorized minister, presiding and Bishop Candea providing a
reflection and instituting Holy Communion.

The last action of the convention was the service of installation for the synodical organization’s incoming officers

and board members and commissioning of voting members for the Triennial Convention to be held in July 2026.
Submitted by Louise Ahrens, president

In Loving Memory of Linda Lockhart

Linda passed in May from complications of cancer. She was the
administrator for our organization’s Facebook page. Friends, fam-
ily, and colleagues remembered her as a devout Lutheran and a
lover of precise language and consistent adherent to the AP Style-
book. Her career included tenures at St. Louis Public Radio, the St.
Louis American, St. Louis Beacon, and St. Louis Post-Dispatch. After
becoming the first Black student to graduate from Lutheran High
School South in 1970, Linda went off to study at the University of
Missouri School of Journalism with a full-ride scholarship from the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch...and the rest was history. She leaves her
husband, two children, and two grandchildren plus all her sisters in

the Women of the ELCA who miss her.
Submitted by Gaye Mizell, board member
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Thoughts from Gloria

It was an honor to serve as president of the Central
States Synodical Organization Women of the ELCA over
the past two years. It was a wonderful experience
working with women throughout the synod. | thank all
who were supportive and helpful—especially the mem-
bers of the synod board. It was a pleasure to serve with
Kathy, Janice, Susie, Jill, Gaye, Pastor Dinah, Louise, and
Pat. We successfully transitioned from an annual con-
vention to biennial, with clusters holding at least one
event/activity during the non-convention year. Thank
you also to the cluster coordinators who helped make
the transition a success.

| am grateful to all who worked tirelessly to help
make our 36" convention a grace-filled event. Remem-
ber to share God’s grace with everyone!

Outgoing Members of the Synodical Organization Board

. . (LtoR)
Let us continue to serve together in the Central Kathy Steinke, Pastor Jill Duis, Susie Borgstrom
States Synod as Women of the ELCA. Pat Dunavan, Gloria Sharp
Submitted by Gloria Sharp, outgoing president (Not Pictured)

Rev. Dinah Dutta

Convention Business

Conventions are fun, but there is always work to be done! There are guest speakers, Bible study, prayer, and
then there is the business session to do the work of the organization. On Saturday morning the 21 at 9:30 a.m.
the business session was called to order by president, Gloria Sharp. Marty Berggren, registrar, reported at that
time there was total attendance of 79, including 28 voting members, 44 participants, and 7 guests. The voting
strength was 28.

The convention committees were introduced and approved: OFFERING COMMITTEE—Carol Bunge & Kay
Poropat, ELECTIONS COMMITTEE—Rhonda Schlesselman & Rev. Kim Frederking, REFERENCE AND COUNSEL COM-
MITTEE—Carolyn Bauer & lleen Kendall, and NOMINATION COMMITTEE—Karen MacDonald & Kathy Regehr.
Rhonda Templing served as parliamentarian.

Election of board officers and members took place with the following elected: PRESIDENT —Louise Ahrens, VICE
PRESIDENT—Karen MacDonald, SECRETARY—Janice Gerken, TREASURER—Vickie Donnell, and BOARD MEM-
BERS—Gaye Mizell, Rita Nelson, Pastor Brenda Rodger, and Rhonda Templing.

Janice Gerken, outgoing treasurer, presented the financial report for fiscal year ending January 31, 2025. A
budget of $29,805 was approved for the current fiscal year which will end on January 31, 2026. Members of the
Reference and Counsel Committee led us through the review and adoption of five resolutions: 1) Recognition of
the Departed, Dedicated Women of the Central States Women of the ELCA; 2) Calling for Hope, Justice, and Free-
dom of Individuals from Human Trafficking; 3) Raising up Healthy Women and Girls; 4) Unification of Women
Around the Intent of the Gospel; and 5) Gratitude to Those Who Have Made This Convention Meaningful and Mem-
orable. The full narrative of the resolutions will be available in the minutes of the convention to be posted at
Women of the ELCA | Central States Synod.

Many thanks to all who over the past two years contributed to the business of our synodical organization.
Submitted by Louise Ahrens, president
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Generosity Abounds at Convention

Reflecting on the theme of our convention, we are vessels of God’s grace. God, in his love, gifts us with grace
and we, in turn, are to pour out God’s grace by sharing it with our neighbors. Once again, during the three days of
the convention, the bold ladies of the Central States Synod shared God’s grace through generous giving,

At the opening worship on Friday evening, the Love offering totaled $2,252. This offering was divided:

T 50% to the Churchwide Organization--$1,072.25
T 25% to Rehope of Harrisonville, MO--$536.13
T 25% to Della Lamb Community Services of Kansas City, MO--$643.12 (includes designated offerings)

The offering collected at the closing worship service Sunday morning totaled $1,541.00. This offering was di-

vided:
T 50% to the Lynn Starr Education Scholarship Fund--$770.50
T 50% to the Central States Synodical Organization of Women of the ELCA--$770.50

Della Lab Community Services was designated as the recipient of our in-kind donations and offerings. Della
Lamb has welcomed thousands from around the world—people seeking safety and peace after fleeing war and
persecution. The tangible donations to Della Lamb included personal hygiene products and household cleaning
supplies valued at approximately $2,490.

As in the past, the ladies enjoyed an evening of enjoyment and excitement surrounding the ‘little raffle’, with
proceeds going to the Lynn Starr Education Scholarship Fund, and the silent auction. Historically, proceeds from
the auction have gone to the Barbara Nelson Scholarship Fund. However, this year at the direction of the board,
auction proceeds were donated to the Education Scholarship Fund. Proceeds of the ‘little raffle’ totaled $457 and
the proceeds of the auction totaled $1,136.

With a generous matching gift of $1,000 plus the proceeds given above, the Lynn Starr Education Scholarship
Fund was increased by a total of $2,593. This amount, deposited in the fund’s savings account, increased the bal-
ance to $6,361.93. Scholarships for the 2025-26 academic year, for four recipients in the amount of $2,800, have
been remitted to the various colleges as requested.

Total giving for the convention, including all offerings, auction, raffle, and both tangible and monetary in-kind
donations was $8,876.00. The ladies of the Central States Synod are indeed generous vessels of grace. Thanks be
to God for that!

Submitted by Janice Gerken, outgoing treasurer

Sponsorship of Papua New Guinea Trip

The Central States Synod (CSS) is a Companion Synod
to the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Kotte District of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea.
This means that the CSS has a formal mutually recognized
covenant relationship with the Kotte District.

At the invitation of the Women’s Ministry Organiza-
tion of the Kotte District, five individuals will represent
our synodical organization at the gathering of the Kotte
District in November of this year. They will be joining them
in celebrating the 60" anniversary of their women’s min-
istry. Prayers are asked for safe travel by air, land, and sea
as they join our companion Christians. They also welcome
financial contributions to help defray travel costs.
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Our synodical organization’s board has pledged $1,800 toward this trip. If congregational units would like to
contribute funds, mail a check to Janice Gerken, treasurer. If contributing as an individual please make your check
to CSS and send directly to the CSS office at 420 West 14" Street, Suite B, Kansas City, MO 64105, to the attention
of Rich Gates. Please note on the checks that the funds are designated for the WELCAPNG trip.

Those making the trip are Rev. Gary Teske, chair of the Companion Synod Team; Rev. Jenny Jackson, pastor at
First Lutheran in Topeka, KS.; Rev. Janice Hawley, ELCA Coaching Ministry; Julie Carlson, member of Grace Lu-
theran in Osage City, KS.; and Robbin Musgrave, member of Hosannal! in Liberty, MO.
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2025 Lutheran World Relief Ingatherings

October 18
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
7380 Howdershell Rd
Hazelwood, MO 63042
Organizer: Eunice Halverson 314-269-7994

&

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

October 18
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

1529 Southwest Blvd
Jefferson City, MO 65109
October 21 Organizer: Gloria Sharp 573-462-9758
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
Christ Lutheran Church October 21

5356 N Hillside St
Wichita, KS 67219

2:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
St. John Lutheran Church

Organizer: Rosie Harder 316-200-3233 304 W 3" St
Pittsburg, KS 66762
October 22 Organizer: Peggy Chapman 620-231-2384
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church October 23
2703 Fort St 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
. R L ?7601 St. John Lutheran Church
Organizer: Church Office 785-625-2044 302 S 7t" st

Salina, KS 67401
Organizer: Marty Ryan 785-342-1932

Mark Your Calendars & Register Now

Registration is now open for the Women of the ELCA 2026 Triennial Gathering,
taking place July 16-19, 2026, in Des Moines, IA. The theme, “I Am Worthy”, is in-
spired by Psalm 139: 14: “I am fearfully and wonderfully made,” affirming our God-
given worth and the Spirit’s power to bring healing in a world marked by division
and struggle.

The women of the Central States Synod are encouraged to register and begin
making travel plans. This is an opportunity to grow in faith and fellowship. You will
want to be a part of this. Take advantage of this Triennial being in the mid-west and
the gift of easy travel.

Use the link below for registration and hotel information.

New Triennial Event Page - Women of the ELCA

The Triennial Convention will be held prior to the Gathering via Zoom, July 13-

14, 2026.

2026 WOMEN OF THE ELCA GATHERING

worthy

july 16-19,2026 = des moines, iowa

Voting Members to Triennial Convention
(LtoR)
Eunice Halverson, Jean Bardy, Mick Friberg
(Alternates)
Carol Bauer, Janice Gerken, Gaye Mizell
(Not Pictured)
Louise Ahrens, Rhonda Templing



https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page
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Sharing God’s Grace—With In-Kind Gifts

Della Lolmb*\’;f@g

INSPIRING A KINDER KANSAS CITY™

The tables were filled to overflowing, spreading to the floor, with generous donations for Della Lamb.
Congregations from across the two-state area gathered items to donate and sent them to our convention to help
support Kansas City’s newest neighbors. Hygiene items and household cleaning supplies were in abundance. A portion
of a message of gratitude from Ryan Hudnall, Executive Director, follows:

“l simply wanted to take a moment to express our team’s gratitude for the opportunity
to share at the Central States Synod Women of the ELCA Conference (sic) this past
weekend. You’ve been an incredible advocate for Della Lamb, and we thank you for
collecting the hygiene items in support of our newest neighbors. As part of my time at
the conference (sic), many commented on the impact of Sarah’s presentation this past
fall and the hopes for continued efforts to support immigrants in our communities. We
are grateful for the opportunity to partner with you and others at the conference (sic)
to continue the dialogues on how to support our newest neighbors.”

In total, approximately $2,465 of in-kind items were donated. Additionally, offerings of $643.13 were received.
Della Lamb is thrilled by the donations.

Della Lamb is a not-for-profit organization, founded in 1897 by Della C. Lamb, a United Methodist woman who
responded to the needs of the Italian immigrant women by opening the first childcare center in Missouri. Since that
time, Della Lamb has been committed to serving vulnerable women and children in Kansas City’s historic northeast
neighborhood. In 2014, Della Lamb became a local refugee resettlement agency, serving as the first point of welcome
for some of the newest members of the Kansas City community. Although the current climate of anti-immigrant actions
has presented new challenges for the organization, Della Lamb remains committed to providing support to the newest
neighbors on their journey toward self-sufficiency in Kansas City.

Waseem Nasimi, employee at
Della Lamb, with just a portion
of the in-kind gifts

WANTED
WALKING IN THE WORD EDITOR & FACEBOOK ADMINISTRATOR

Many of you have the knowledge and skill to provide one of these
support activities for our synodical organization. If you are interested or
know of someone who has an interest in either of these opportunities
to serve, please contact Louise Ahrens, president, at piflouise@aol.com
or 816-405-8165
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Note of Thanks

Thank you to all who helped make
the hospitality room a part of the con-
vention. | sent out a request for baked
goods and convention attendees re-
sponded with generosity. It was great to
meet and greet convention attendees
&, with a snack and a cup of coffee or tea.
_ Thanks for the delicious treats that were
donated. | appreciated your support and

willingness to help. Blessings,
Ann Woody
(LtoR)
Jennifer Armstrong-Schaefer, churchwide representative
Ann Woody

\Women s e

ELCA<Z

Elected Officers & Board Members

Karen MacDonald
Vice President
Our Savior’s Lutheran
Camdenton, MO
Karen is a clinical psycholo-
gist, working part-time in pri-
vate practice at Lake of the
Ozarks. She is active in many
ministries at Our Savior’s.

Her hobbies include painting, weaving, spinning
and other fiber crafts. She is married to Dr. Ralph Don-
ald, a PMA. They have five children and six grandchil-
dren.

Vickie Donnell
Treasurer
Messiah Lutheran

Springfield, MO
Vickie is a retired regis-
tered nurse and is active in
many ministries at Messiah.
The priorities in her life are
family, friends, and church.

She and her husband, Ed, will celebrate 54 years
of marriage this year. They have two daughters with
sons-in-law and four GRANDS!

Rita Nelson
Board Member
Walsburg Lutheran
Leonardville, KS
Rita is retired from Farm
Bureau Financial Services
where she was employed in
commercial insurance for 30
years. She is a leader at

Walsburg, active in many ministries. She looks for-
ward to serving and learning more about our synodi-
cal organization.

She and her husband, Don, are the parents of a
son and a daughter and they have five grandchildren.

Continued on following page
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Elected Officers & Board Members, cont.

Rhonda Templing
Board Member
Emmanuel Lutheran

Hoisington, KS
Rhonda serves as a synod au-
thorized minister (SAM) for the
Seeds of Faith Parish, which in- 78
cludes four congregations in KS: Em- |
manuel in Hoisington, Hope in Rush

Pastor Brenda Rodger
Board Member
First Lutheran
Dorrance, KS
Pastor Brenda serves two par-
ishes, Trinity in Hays, KS. and First
in Dorrance, KS. Prior to being or-
dained she was administrative

assistant for an oil production company, also serving as a
Parish Ministry Associate (PMA). She participates in parish
life at both congregations.

She looks forward to serving at the board level for the
benefit of the local congregational units. She is a grand-
mother and follows the activities of her grandchildren in
the community.

Center, Peace in Albert and St. Paul in Galatia. She lives on a
farm north of Hoisington.

She serves on several boards in her community and en-
joys reading and traveling when she can find the time.

Lynn Starr Education Scholarship Fund Recipients—2025

Renee Mitchell

Renee attends Salem Lu-
theran in Overland Park,
. KS. She is active in the mu-

sic ministry, singing in the
adult choir and with the
worship band. Her goal is
to give back to her congre-
gation that has given much
to her as she has grown up
and grown in her faith. She
will attend the University
of Chicago.

Sophia Hoelscher

Sophia attends Peace Lu-
theran in Washington,
MO. She has volunteered
for the Harvest Table food
distribution ministry. She
assists with worship and
has attended Synod As-
sembly. She will attend
DePauw University in
Greencastle, IN.

Jenna Nash

Jenna attends St. Paul’s Lu-
theran in Cole Camp, MO.
She teaches Sunday
School, leads Vacation Bi-
ble School and volunteers
at other church activities.
She will attend Missouri
Valley College in Marshall,
MO.

Abigail Rishel-Barnett

Abigail is a member of
Salemborg Lutheran in
Smolan, KS. She is a mem-
ber of the church choir,
handbell choir, worship
and music ministry, and
outreach ministries. She
will begin her Master of
Music Education degree
at Kansas University.
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Convention Memories—2025

Board members
delightfully served
Saturday evening
dessert

Friday evening worship music by St. Paul’s Lutheran praise
band from Cole Camp, MO

Rev. Kendra Nolde, keynote speaker on
Friday evening

Gretchen Mueller and Beth Rockelman

Bishop Candea institutes Holy Com-
munion on Sunday morning

Meals were delicious and provided time
for visiting and
making new friends

Beautiful vessels carried out the
theme of the convention




WALKING IN THE WORD AUGUST 2025 PAGE 10

Convention Memories—2025

Saturday evening entertainment
“The Potter’s Wheel”

Sue Tonks & Mary Liby
Rev. Janice Hawley Prayer partners
Convention chaplain

Pat Dunavan
Bingo caller extraordinaire

Rev. Kim Frederking
Bible study leader

Gloria Sharp
Outgoing president

Carolyn Bauer, Pat Dunavan, Gaye Mizell
(Note the ‘mini raffle’ bags in the background)

Pastor Brenda Rodger & Rev. Kim Frederking
Under the Royals light after a long day

Mary Liby
Our dedicated photographer
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PRESIDENT
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4505 NE 67th Street
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816-405-8165
piflouise@aol.com
Border Cluster

SECRETARY
Janice Gerken
36282 Renken Road
Mora, MO 65345
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janicegerken@aol.com
Osage Cluster

BOARD MEMBER
Gaye Mizell
11870 Spruce Haven Drive
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BOARD MEMBER
Brenda Rodger
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Victoria, KS 67671
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bsrodger58@gmail.com
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BOARD MEMBER

Vacant Position

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Vickie Donnell
4672 East Hidden Oak Place
Springfield, MO 65802
417-839-8862
vickiedonnell@yahoo.com
Osage Cluster

Keep up to date with news from Central States

VICE PRESIDENT
Karen MacDonald
187 Glendale Court
Four Seasons, MO 65049
618-972-0504
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TREASURER
Vickie Donnell
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417-839-8862
vickiedonnell@yahoo.com
Osage Cluster

BOARD MEMBER
Rita Nelson
12895 LK & W Road
Leonardville, KS
785-770-0321
ndrw71@kansas.net
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Rhonda Templing
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Hoisington, KS 67544
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OUR MISSION
Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in
Jesus Christ

OUR PURPOSE

As a community of women created in the image of God, called to
discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we
commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one an-
other in our callings engage in ministry and action, and promote
healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.

Synodical Organization of Women of the ELCA
Subscriptions to this newsletter, Walking in the Word, are free of

charge and available via USPS or e-mail. Please notify Vickie Don-
nell at the contact above.
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