Central States Synod Women of the ELCA
Board Meeting April 4-5, 2025, at 3:00 PM
Hilton Garden Inn, Independence, MO

Present : Gloria Sharp, Kathy Steinke, Susie Borgstrom, Janice Gerken, Pat Dunavan, Louise
Ahrens, Gaye Mizell, Jill Duis, and Rev. Dinah Dutta.

Greetings: Gloria greeted everyone and opened the meeting.

Devotions and Prayer: Louise gave devotions from “100 Days of Grace and Gratitude” and
talked about being “ saved by grace”.She ended the devotions with prayer.

Purpose Statement : We all joined together in the Purpose Statement.

Approval of the Agenda : Gloria presented the agenda. There were no changes. Pat moved to
accept the agenda, Jill seconded the motion. It was voted on and carried.

Approval of the Minutes: Susie presented the minutes of February 20, 2025, for approval.
The board corrected the minutes as needed. Louise moved to accept the minutes. Pat
seconded. It was voted on and carried. The minutes will be corrected and posted on our
website.

Treasurer's Report: Janice presented the treasurer’s report. There is $28,052.98 in the
operational account, $3,537.00 in the Lynn Starr Educational Fund, and $17,206.66 in the
Barbara Nelson Scholarship Fund. Susie moved to accept the report. Gaye seconded the
motion, it was voted on and carried. Janice presented the proposed budget for the year 2027
and noted changes and points of interest for us. We discussed the budget. No changes were
made. Pat moved to accept the proposed budget. Jill seconded the motion, it was voted on and
carried. Janice also noted that a letter of annual offering was sent to each unit that gave. She
will prepare a paper to set at each table of the congregational unit giving for the convention
business meeting like we did at our last convention.

Old Business

Gloria thanked us for getting our articles to Vickie for the newsletter.The next one will be after
the convention.

Gaye reported on the applications for the educational scholarships. Gloria asked us to
remind the applicants we know to finish the paperwork and send it by April 15.

Gloria reported on the Papua New Guinea visitor exchange. We discussed ways to present it
to convention to cultivate interest and support. Brochures could be made available to promote
support for women who go to the event.

Churchwide Executive Board and staff have given $25,000 to Katie’s Fund and have
challenged the 64 synodical officers and board to give $50,000. The Central States Synod
Board have taken the challenge seriously and will give the individually decided amount of
donation to Janice before convention. She will send it in as a lump sum.

Triennial was discussed. The Convention is July 13-15,2026. The Gathering will be held July
16-19, 2026 in Des Moines, lowa. “I am Worthy “ is the theme. Registration will begin July 15,
2025.



New Business

Gloria will be placing a display table up at Synod Assembly this year and asked if anyone
would like to help with it. Jill and Janice volunteered to assist.
We took a break for dinner from 6 PM to 7 PM.
Kathy led us in a fun mixer to name how many kinds of “vessels” we could name in a few short
minutes.
Convention Planning

- Jill will bring the photo backdrop.

- Kathy shared what Pastor Hawley and her had talked about for “ Prayer Sisters”.

- Pat and Gloria volunteered to bring quilts to tie for a participants activity on Saturday
morning.

- Kathy reported that there would be a craft activity to make a decoupage vessel.

- Louise reported on the plans for the Hospitality Room. Friday from 1 to 3:45, Saturday from
7 to 7:45, and 3 to 4:30, coffee,tea, and juice with donated snack cake or rolls and fruit will be
available.

-Gloria was making a list of people to recognize at the Saturday Evening Banquet. Let her
know if we need to add someone to the list. She wanted us to know Linda Lockhart, our
Facebook site administrator would be remembered.. She will also acknowledge the educational
scholarship winners from this year and last year.

Gloria dismissed the meeting at 9:40 PM. We reconvened in the morning. We met for breakfast
in the lobby at 8:00 AM.

Pat opened the meeting with Devotions and Prayers. She had brought an untied quilt for us to
work on in our break times and out of the meeting time and we did get it tied.
Continuing Convention Planning:
-The board toured the facilities and locked in pricing for meals.
- The in-kind list was reviewed.
- Louise reported that the banner that Robbin Musgrave was making was looking good and
that a stand from Hosanna! would be provided for it.
- Committees for the convention: Janice will chair the offering committee, Jill will chair the
reference and council committee, and Susie will chair the elections committee.
-For communion, Gloria is bringing gluten free wafers and wine. Janice is bringing bread and
grape juice.
-Resolutions to write:
Human Trafficking- Janice
Justice- Jill
For the Saints Who Have Gone Before Us- Jill



Gloria reminds us to be mindful of what we pass. We need to make these our goals and be
aware of them and follow through.

- If you are responsible for bios or pictures, May 15 is the deadline.

- All board reports are due by May 15 for the convention program of reports.

-Janice has found the insurance information needed for the coverage of the convention If you
need it for your cluster meeting, she will share information with you.

- Jill is bringing the technology she has stored for us to the convention. With it, we now have
5 microphones available.

- Kathy is bringing bags for the little raffle.

- Janice has the apron and some tickets.

- The Board is bringing white elephant gifts for the Bingo prizes.

-The Board is bringing centerpieces for the tables.

- The Board is bringing plastic trays and tongs for cookies.

- The Board is bringing empty boxes for in-kind supplies.

- Gloria will ask someone to pick up the churchwide representative from the airport if needed.

- Kathy will meet the Mayor Pro-Tem John Perkins of Independence.

- Rhonda Templing accepted Parliamentarian duty for our business meeting.

- Jeannette VonHolten is our accompanist.

- Mary Liby was asked to take pictures of the convention for us.

-This year after voting member elections for Triennial we will have our president plus 4.

- Janice will make and bring some signs.

- Louise will bring 5 or 6 easels for signage.

- Evaluation sheets will be updated and on the registration desk.

Closing: Our next meeting will be to determine the winners of the educational scholarship.
We prayed the Lord’s prayer together and at 10:51 AM, Gloria dismissed us, wished us a safe
journey home and closed the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,
Susie Borgstrom, Secretary



