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Lay Ministry
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Lutherans Restoring Creation
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https://lrc-css.square.site/css-creation-care-plan
https://lrc-css.square.site/
https://lutheransrestoringcreation.org/
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/publications/ecumenical-decade-of-climate-justice-action-2025-2035
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https://www.christwg.org/staff/
https://www.christwg.org/staff/
mailto:deemorin@sbcglobal.net
https://www.css-elca.org/hath

Synod Hunger Team
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https://www.elca.org/how-we-serve/relief-and-development/world-hunger

Women of the ELCA
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Bethany Village

BETHANY+VILLAGE
THE ART OF LIVING

THE COTTAGES ® SUNFLOWER TERRACE ® BETHANY HOME

Who is Bethany Village?
Bethany Village is a non-profit centinucus care retirement com-
munty previding mere than 113 years of Christ-centered senvices
and care for the aging. Located in Lindsborg, KS, the home 15 a
ministry of the Central States Syncd of the Evangelical Lutheran
church of America. Bethany Village includes The Cottages
independent Living, sunflower Terrace assisted living, and Bethany
Home, a skilled nursingfrehabilitation, and leng-term care center.

Over the past year, Bethany Village has been working
to raise funds for the Neighborhood Renovation
project at Bethany Home. with the help of the
Greater 5alina Community Foundation, the Smoky
Valley Community Foundaticn, and the Verlla
Cocughenhour Trust, as well as donaticns from cur
local friends and families, the visicn has turned intc
a beautiful new hallways!

SUNFLOWER
TERRACE

Sunflower Terrace Assisted Living is

The rencwaticn  included

replacing flecring, painting walls and adding
new wallbeard, and replacing some of the light
fretures. The spaces are not only brighter but
gasier toc navigate with low-pile carpet and
| smoother transiticns. The design alsc incorpo-
rated effective wayfinding strategies for betier
nawigaticn throughout the building (Clear
signage, visual and tactile cues for those with
wisual, cognitive, of mobility impairments).

Our next focus will be updating the HVAC and
the east hallway, Hoglund Neighborhood.

FROM THE CHAPLAIN

At Bethany Willage, Life Together is celebrated every day! It is celebrated as the Hely Spirit mowves
doing amazingthings. | see how the Hely Spirit works through the care given, the love shown and
the many hears and lives changed. It amazes me as | watch how the Spirit mowves in the hugs,
the laughter, the smiles and the tears. It amazes me how the Spirit meves in relaticnships creat-
ed and made stronger. It moves as pecple say hello and gocodbye. |t amazes me how the Holy
Spirit mowves through the worship, the Werd and sacrament shared, and the bible studies ocffered.

the ideal scluticn for those whe need
some attendant care or supervisicn
but still have the ability 1o maintain

their cwn independence. Spacicus
and bright apartments are handicap
accessible and coffer private bed-
recms and bathroocms,

In the fall of 2025, Sunflower Terrace
received a grant to help install a new
wander guard system. This additicn
ensures 3 safe and secure envircn-
ment for residents and expands the
capacity to serve those with dementia
and mild memaory concerns.

The Holy Spirit moves at Bethany Village, a place where pecple are going through a change in their Llives but realize

they are nct alene.

Bethany willage is a great example of Life Together. 1t 15 a missicn that is so important for the Body of Christ that all
may know they matter and are important 1t is a missicn that God works through shinning the Light when pecple
seem to be walking in darkness. If you ever need a place that the lowve of Christ shows tself daily, come to Bethany

Village You will be amazed and blessed at how the Holy Spint works.

Rev. Ethan Feistner

BETHANY + VILLAGE| 321 N. Chestnut, Lindsbhorg, KS 67456 | 785.227.2334
Walking Together - Central States Synod, ELCA 2026
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Kansas Interfaith Action

PUTTING FAITH
e INTQ@ AGTIORN]

FAI'TH REPORT TO 2026 SYNOD ASSEMBLY
ACTION CENTRAL STATES SYNOD, ELCA

KIFA's 2026 legislative priorities included:
e Supporting public education, including full funding,
and opposing to public funding of private schools;
ADVOCACY ¢ Supporting the right to vote & to have that vote
counted;
e Protecting the rights of LGBTQ+ Kansans;
e As part of the Kansas Housing Advocacy Network
(KHAN), we helped pass a bill allowing for

K | F A | N T H E N E w s expungement of previous evictions;

* Successfully protected the right to instate tuition for

B , e immigrant young people who were brought here as
Rabbi banned from state children;
senate gallery after protesting * Opposing efforts to further limit access to needed

| anti-trans bill: “I’m doing g;}bklg'safety—net programs, including Medicaid and

9
: what God wants  To kick-off the 2026 Legislative Session, we co-hosted
\ L - a Human Needs are Human Rights Rally at the

g Recsmth Capitol in Topeka. Over 650 Kansans attended as we
called for our legislators to prioritize people-focused
policy.

i e »
e “

p -
s

‘Which side are you going to be
on?’ Kansas faith leaders urge KIFA Advocacy Day in March was also well attended,
Birchos't tapt: 3 ¢ - and included civil disruption outside the Senate

» churches to protect Imigrants = cpamper in protest of the passing of SB 244, an anti-

{’ KS REFLECTOR, 5/5/26 1 trans bathroom and ID bill that was rushed through the

L oh e S P UG - legislative process.
. R

Check out our newly updated INCREASED
and revamped website! ENGAGEMENT

kansasinterfaithaction.org

IS
Vi

e We launched a KIFA Coffeehouse program with events in
Hutchinson, Newton, Manhattan, Topeka, Johnson County,
Wichita and Winfield, engaging hundreds of people of faith across
the state.

e In collaboration with KNEA, the Kansas teachers’ union, we
hosted a series of events around faith-based support for education.

e We launched a new engagement ladder which identifies KIFA
supporters as Advocates, Builders and Champions and helps folks
increase their engagement and advocacy through KIFA.

e We hosted immigration vigils in July 2025 and April 2026,
decrying Federal ICE enforcement and treatment of immigrants
and showing faith community support for our immigrant
neighbors.

e We coordinated an Immigration Sabbath in October and a
Creation Care Sabbath in April, with over 3000 participants across
the state.
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