

















The Elders

Every Wednesday morning at 8:45, 7 old friends
gather in a dining room at Lakepoint Center, W. 13" &
West St., where George Lann lives. Lakepoint provides the
coffee; the men take turns bringing goodies. This group of
men goes back about 30 years, when about 20 men of
Gloria Dei would gather for weekly breakfast. They are
indeed “old friends”: the youngest is Wil Johnson of
Reformation, and the oldest is George Lann of Gloria Dei
(all except will are Gloria Dei members). This month 4
birthdays will be celebrated: Steve McCool will be 90 on
March 12; George Lann will turn 92, Pr. Ollie Lindeblad
90, and Wil Johnson 82 — all on March 18! Also in the
group are Jack Jones, Bill Olson, and Pastor Earl Wall,
who reports that there are some pretty good discussions,
particularly of local current events.

Immigration? It’s about us!

Lutheran Men in Mission - for ALL men

Rich Harder (Christ-Wichita) says, “Let’s pack up and
travel to Omaha for a weekend of fun and fellowship.”
Interested members of Christ include Rich, Forrest Ehmke,
Paul Shaw, Alan Schmidt, Terry Steinert. Men from other
congregations are encouraged to join in. It will be an
inspiring time. Registration $75, room $125, food and
transportation $100 +/-. Depart on August 1 around noon.
Info? Rich Harder, 744-3724.

Note: The family of Pr. H.O. Lindeblad invites all his
friends to Open House in celebration of his 90" birthday,
Tuesday, March 18, 4-6 p.m. at his home, 1151 Perry.

Immigration...in the news...the theme of a recent Kansas bishops’ letter to our Legislature urging wisdom, compassion, and justice
( www.css-elca.org)... the featured articles in the March issue of “The Lutheran” magazine (www.thelutheran.org). It is an every day
fact of life for members of our area ELCA congregations. Some have had a variety of experiences coming to the United States. I asked
several friends for their stories. A few were reluctant to speak, because even though they are in this country legally, they have a great
deal of fear — afraid for their families, friends, and even for themselves, fearful that speaking out might stir up trouble. They might be

detained for investigation, even by mistake. There are differing opinions among us Lutherans as we try to find the path that will be for
the well-being of us all. Thank you to our Lutheran friends who want you to know their personal experiences.

Cinty So is a member of St. Paul’s-
Wichita. In Hong Kong in 1992 she
began trying to immigrate, but there was
a very low quota for a young woman
trying to reunite with her sister in the US.
k nt ¢ For 12 years she waited. She dared not
change her status (i.e. marry) or she
would have to start her application anew. She says, “Lives
can change in 12 years!” Finally in 2004 she was advised
to be ready in 6 months: have a physical exam, get police
record clearance, interview with the US consul, save
money for the flight, resign from her job, and be ready to
move. When she arrived here, she needed photo
ID/driver’s license, which required a Social Security
number. The Social Security application took about 6
weeks, during which time she could not drive or job hunt.
She says, “I felt like ‘I am nothing.”” Cinty has learned
English and is employed in hotel housekeeping. She is
active at St. Paul’s, singing in the Choir and learning in the
Spanish class. She says she will need to be in the US
another 5 years before she can apply for citizenship.

Maria Guadalupe
DelLeon Aleman
with sons Lorenzo
and Rogelio.

Maria Gualalupe DeLeén Aleman “Lupe”, now a US
citizen, has deep concerns for friends and loved ones in
various situations. She is a member of St. Paul’s-Wichita.
Lupe and her brothers and sisters were brought here as
little children from Mexico in the early 1970s. Her parents
worked; the children graduated from Wichita schools. Her
mother has since had to return to Mexico.

The Immigration Act’s Amnesty provisions of
1986/1987 made it possible for Lupe and her family to
begin the process toward naturalized citizenship, with all
the requirements of passing tests in English and American
history, FBI clearance, and documentation of years of
residency. Lupe’s family life, including work, the births of
her children and the death of her first husband, delayed her
citizenship until 2005. She has since remarried.

Lupe works in industry, supervising 30+ other
employees, often translating for customers. She is in a
Leadership class at WSU. Lupe and her sister Maria
Valenzuela are active at St. Paul’s. Lupe has served on the
Church Council, was a voting member at Synod
Assembly, teaches a Spanish class, and more. She says that
people she knows are living in fear even though they have
lived here most of their lives. She has seen families torn
apart by deportation and wonders whether the one act of
entering illegally should ruin so many lives.

Lupe says, “If a person commits a crime while here,
they should go back. Most of the people I know share the
American dream for their families and children.” Lupe
appreciates people who have encouraged her and given her
a chance. Continued on next page...



Immigration... continued.

Last summer a Haitian family worshiped at St. Paul’s,
a mother and four little children. Her husband had
overstayed his student visa, and was being deported. He
was in deportation center in Kansas, and would soon be
moved to centers elsewhere before deportation to Haiti. He
was the source of income for the family, who were now
losing their apartment. The mother took her children (born
in the US) to live with their aunt in Florida, while she
would return to her original home to try to reunify the
family. She expressed much heartbreak and fear.

Jackson Lyimo, former member of Reformation now
in Ohio, wrote of his experience immigrating from
Tanzania. He attended a branch of ELCA’s Waldorf
College in Dar-Es-Salaam operated by ELCA W aldorf
College. Jackson writes, “It was not simple since the US
embassy required a lot of supporting documents to show
that my intention was to study and I can afford my tuition
fee and other living expenses. There are large numbers of
people who were in the embassy to apply for visa at that
time, I am not sure with exactly figure but were almost 50.
I believe on that day 10 people got visa while other 40
were denied. There was non refundable application fee of
$100 for each applicant before interviewed.” Jackson
came to the US on a student visa, graduated from Butler
College and Newman University here, and become well
employed. Jackson helped arrange the worship services in
Swahili with Pr. Dean Apel.

Michael Gragert, member of Gloria Dei, is an
immigration attorney in Wichita. He says, “Immigrants are
like all of us in what they want and need for themselves
and their families.” He respects the immigrants he works
with for their passion to live here in America and be
productive citizens. He says that most are very family
oriented; they often send much of what they earn to
relatives in their homelands. Legal immigration is very
difficult and often unfair - there are quotas of very few
slots for the thousands of people applying. He says that we
make it extremely difficult for even highly educated
people with important skills to enter the US. He thought of
a PhD. engineer in aerodynamics who could not accept a
job waiting here. There are areas where we need trained
workers, such as a nurse who graduated here with a student
visa, but needed to return to her home country for about 5
years before returning to work here.

Michael notes that even people who may have
immigrated illegally and might use false ID numbers,
actually pay payroll taxes to IRS and Social Security,
though they will not receive Social Security benefits. They
also pay taxes through rent (property taxes) and sales tax.
Their employers may take advantage of them, paying low
wages or requiring bad working conditions. Children who
have grown up here and would benefit from further
education with college or to serve our country in the
military encounter problems.

Michael Gragert notes, “These families want the same
opportunities for their families as our forefathers did.”

Area 5 Disaster Sunday ... Preparing
Sirens sounded during worship on May 5,
2007. Worshipers at Resurrection, Haysville,
immediately sent folks to go elsewhere for
safety, stopping the First Holy Communion
service in progress. Gloria Dei worshipers
headed for the basement. It was a couple days ‘
after the anniversary of the destructive
Haysville tornado of May 3, 1999, and a day after the
Greensburg tornado of May 4, 2007. How can
congregations prepare for tornados and crises, and how
can we respond to needs?

Area Ministry 5 will hold an important “Area 4
Disaster Sunday” on April 6 at Resurrection Lutheran
Church. All congregation pastors, leaders, property care
and social ministry teams, and all interested persons are
urged to attend. It is also a good time to visit with folks
from other area Lutheran congregations. Resurrection is
located at 3850 W. 71 St. S (316-522-1091). W. 71 is also
“Grand St.,”, at the western edge of Haysville.

The program will include:

Social time and refreshments

Devotions and announcements

Presentations: Preparing & Responding as
Congregations (Christ-Wichita)

Preparing and Responding on a Local Level:
(Resurrection for Haysville, Emanuel for Greensburg,
Christ-Wichita for Gulf Coast hurricanes)

Lutheran Disaster Response, the Global View (Pr.

David Fulton)

Contact numbers and other helps.

For info, contact Donn Bischoff, Area Ministry 5
Chairperson, (316)722-7373; donnhb@yahoo.com.

Thanks for your news notes. Please send news and photos to
Pr. Sally Fahrenthold at sallyf@cox.net or address below,
before the 5™ of the month. Newsletter is sent about the 10™ of
each month. Please make and distribute/post copies of this
mailed newsletter or the color newsletter that is e-mailed.
New names are welcome for the mailing or email list.

Pr. Sally C. Fahrenthold
Area Ministry 5 Newsletter
6515 E. 30 st. N. #2900
Wichita, KS 67226

Address service requested
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